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The world is changing. That is a phrase we are all aware of – however, is the world really any different than it was 50 years ago? Just
as there was good in the world, there has always been evil. Consider this: The wickedness that engulfed the planet during World
War II was so horrid that many people at that time could not truly
believe that it was the reality of their world.
Even so, has the world actually changed or has evil just found
a different face? The answer, at least in part, is yes and yes. The
world has truly changed in a way that it never did before. It is arguably evident that technology is the beauty and the beast behind
this change. In Daniel Quinn’s book Ishmael, he refers to a “Mother
Culture” replacing humanity’s spiritual connection to nature. Perhaps what has happened for the first time in mankind’s existence
is that “Mother Technology” is our new best friend, our new love,
and our new truth. Although there is a great deal to be grateful for
to Mother Technology, there is still the question of how exactly has
it changed our world. With anything that claims to be all-powerful
and all-good, there inevitably comes doubt. Surely, the changed
world we see today is not the changed world we want to see.
Technology has defined this generation, but people are increasingly more inclined to disconnect from it. To anyone wanting
a worthwhile debate: technology can be evil. It can bring about
destruction that none of us could ever do individually, in groups,
and even within nations without it. Some say that technology has
always been around, and also that its evil has been around too.
For example, Europeans conquered indigenous people in many
different continents with the invention of guns. The impacts of
that long-lived technology may seem more manageable, especially
compared to our trepidation when it comes to nuclear weapons.
Governments all over the world now have weapons that could
wipe every single breathing soul off of this planet. Yet, in actuality,
what is more frightening is that we still are unable to determine the
best way to legislate guns here in the United States. Imagine trying
to solve the issue of nuclear arms. We might as well admit defeat.
What is technological defeat? Surely, we humans can’t defeat
ourselves through our own technological innovations. In case the
reader is wondering: yes, yes we can. In this issue of the US-Belarus
Observer, we explore the Chernobyl technological disaster. Thirty
years later, the impacts of a single catastrophe involving a single
nuclear power plant are still being felt in that region of the world
and also in Belarus, a country that received the majority of the
nuclear fallout. Yet, amazingly, Belarus has not just accepted the
disaster as destiny, instead this nation is now putting its hand up
and saying, “Hold on, Mother Technology.” Belarus is now leading
the way in nuclear awareness. If one thinks that it is as simple as
building some wind farms, consider that Chernobyl actually occurred in Ukraine. Our neighbor’s relationship with technology
can be just as important as our own.
In this US-Belarus Observer, we strike right at the issue in a twopart Techno-Spiritual Exploration Exclusive featuring Mikhail Morgulis. In it, he talks with Kenneth E. Brockman, a Nobel-winning
physicist, who discusses issues with technology, and specifically,
the importance of determining the use of nuclear energy. Perhaps,
it isn’t technology itself, it’s how we use it that is the big problem.
Morgulis also explores the power of the internet, another innova-

tive giant, and argues that how we use this technology is actually
related to our intrinsic spiritual condition. So, if the reader ever
thought that technological awareness was as simple as creating
“better” technology, think again. If anything, the exclusive feature
shows readers that we need to more closely examine Mother Technology by examining ourselves.
Even more meaningful than technology itself, both the good
and the bad, is life beyond that of a button. Scientific research has
shown that spending time outside, around trees, is more beneficial
for humans than any single technology. Specifically, “forest bathing” can have numerous health benefits that include improving the
immune system, as well as heart and mental health. In the Science
section of this issue, Belarusians show how important Earth Day
is for their nature-loving nation. They lead the way by cleaning up,
conducting ecological research on returning wildlife, and by also
combating climate change. Belarus shows that it is never too late to
preserve and save the planet. This wonderful commitment, following one of the greatest environmental disasters, shows that humans
can really change the world for the better.
Changing political relationships can also make the world a better place. Belarus is now becoming part of the desired “warming
up” that has occurred between nations. In this issue, Professor
Grigory Ioffe more deeply examines the wonderful new relationship that the United States and Belarus are currently enjoying. In
a world where some U.S. allies carry on with the proliferation of
nuclear arms, Belarus is a nation that is trustworthy in this regard.
After all, along with Japan, Belarus has felt the impacts of nuclear
catastrophes more intensely than most other nations.
In this issue of the US-Belarus Observer, we also show that Belarusians are changing the fashion world. Fashion: perhaps one of
the best metaphors of how the world changes and how that change
is still a constant. Fashion lovers may exclaim, “What an extraordinary collection,” “I must have that,” or “This is really trend-setting!”
Of course, anyone and everyone knows that if you hold onto that
jean jacket long enough, it will be back in fashion one day. Yet,
fashion is still a trillion dollar industry, and Belarus Fashion Week
(BFW) displays how Belarusians are part of this truly global endeavor to transform the world around them for the better, even if
it is in something as simple, yet as meaningful as, what people wear
to express themselves.
On the runway, fashions are brought to life. But the runway can
also be the place for another birth. A place where a star is born, and
in and on this issue of the US-Belarus Observer, we show that some
stars like Daria Nastych, our beautiful cover model, can shine for
nations like Belarus.
Yes, our world is changing. But, perhaps the most important part
of this understanding is our hope for the future. Because Belarus
shows that no matter what technology brings upon us, as long as
the human soul still inhales, it can shine across the darkness that is
essentially our world. As Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Only in the
darkness can you see the stars.” Shine on, Belarus, shine on.
Editorial Team
US-Belarus Observer
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Spotlight
Belarusian adolescents during 2016 Victory Day celebrations

V

ictory Day is a holiday that commemorates the surrender of Nazi
Germany to the Allied Forces at the
end of World War II. It was first inaugurated in the 15 republics of the Soviet
Union, following the signing of the unconditional surrender document late in the
evening on May 8th 1945 (after midnight,
thus on 9 May Moscow Time). The Soviet
government announced the victory early on
May 9th after the signing ceremony in Berlin. Belarus has officially recognized Victory
Day since its independence in 1991. Victory
Day is a special day for Belarus, as the country suffered from Nazi invasion more than
any other country. Every third person was
killed. This year’s celebration marked the
71st anniversary of Victory Day.
In every Belarusian family, there was
someone who died as a result of Nazi occupation of Belarus. During Victory Day,
Belarusians remember their lost loved ones
with tears in their eyes and raised glasses
in their hands. Many ask why Belarus, such
a small, quiet nation, was attacked so viciously.
The reason is because Belarusians possess a spirit of justice and they did not just

simply accept military occupation in their
land, but fought against their invaders. The
first offensive attack of the Soviet Union
by the Nazi army took place at the border of Belarus. Though outnumbered, Belarusians opposed the violence, went into
the forests and created armed resistance
groups, in order to kill Nazis and their accomplices. The Belarusian spirit of human
dignity, with an unwillingness to obey evil,
helped Belarus endure all of its suffering
during the war.
Undoubtedly, Victory Day is one of the
biggest national holidays for Belarusians.
There were many pre-festive events held
throughout Belarus during the prior week.
Billboards appeared on the streets of Minsk,
the capital of Belarus, where famous Belarusians discussed their grandfathers and
great-grandfathers, who defended their native land. The flash mob Flowers of the Great
Victory started in Trostenets, one of the
most tragic places in the memory of every
Belarusian. During the war, more than 200
thousand people were killed in this location.
In Minsk, there were also museum exhibits
and theatrical performances accompanied
by military songs in modern arrangements.

In some cities, there was a traditional
contest where schoolchildren sang victory
songs to veterans.
One very popular song was sung both on
radio stations and TV, as well as by people
gathered together in celebration of Victory
Day. The words of the song are as follows:
This is Victory Day/ With the smell of gunpowder/This is a holiday/With the graying of
hair./This is joy/With tears in our eyes./Hi,
moms, we did not all come back…/If only to
run along the dew barefoot!/Half of Europe
marched, crawled –/This day we hastened as
we could.
In the Minsk region, a reenactment of
the Battle for Berlin took place on the eve
of May 9th, which became the final point of
the terrible war.
The Immortal Regiment march occurred
in Minsk for the first time, debuting in the
morning of May 9th. The march, also referred to as Belarus Remembers, consisted
of people holding portraits of their relatives
who died during World War II and walking
through Independence Avenue and adjacent streets, towards Victory Square. Even
children told stories of their unknown
great-grandfathers who never returned
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Spotlight
Fireworks during 2016 Victory Day celebrations

from war, describing them as heroes, in
what was an extremely moving tribute.
The strong national spirit was passed
along to the younger generation from the
older generation. During the Victory Day
celebrations in Belarus, this wonderful, national spirit of unity could be seen in the
eyes of the new generation, as they commemorated those lost and celebrated their
continued survival as a people and a nation.
Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko congratulated the veterans on Victory
Day: “I would like to heartily congratulate
you on the anniversary and thank you for
everything”. He invited the veterans to attend the celebratory concert in the evening. The President also took part in the
day-time festivities on May 9th, laying a
wreath at the Victory Monument in Minsk.
Wreaths were also laid on behalf of central
government agencies, public associations,
the diplomatic corps, the Belarusian Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic
Church. Participants of the ceremony honored the memory of countless victims of
World War II with a minute of silence. In
addition to this, six volleys of artillery salute were fired in Victory Square.

In an endeavor to preserve the memory
of World War II veterans for future generations, the Belarusian company Wargaming has created a unique video called War
Knows No Nation aligned with Victory
Day celebrations this year. The video has
been released as part of the global initiative Remember Everything and features
veterans sharing their memories from
nations including the U.S. and Belarus.
The interactive project gives viewers a
close-up look at World War II events using a 360-degree view technology. The
video is a combination of live panoramic
footage and computer-generated imagery.
Its approach is unique as far as historical
projects are concerned. The Remember
Everything initiative was launched in 2013
in a bid to help military history museums
all over the world to preserve and restore
legendary fighting vehicles. The campaign
is designed to revive interest in history,
inspire young people to learn more about
their country’s past and preserve unique
historical artifacts for future generations.
The video’s plot is based on memories
of the veterans who took part in combat
actions during World War II. Viewers

are invited to go to war together with the
main characters and feel the environment
to the extreme by watching the events unfold from the point of view of combatants
and eyewitnesses. A multitude of authentic details have been utilized to beef up
the participation effect ranging from wartime costumes to real armored fighting
vehicles. The video crew shot the film in
Belarus, Russia, the UK, and the USA. The
interactive video features three veteran
tankers, including one from Belarus and
one from the United States. Each has his
own story to tell. Alexander Fen (Belarus)
is a retired major general who served in
the 84th and 31st Independent Tank Brigades. At the age of 19, he took part in the
battle of Stalingrad and fought for liberation. The war ended for him in the Polish
city of Gdynia. Tom Sator (USA) served
in the 4th Armored Division of the U.S.
Army. He took part in battles in Belgium,
Germany and Czechoslovakia. The War
Knows No Nation video is available on
YouTube. g
Source: eng.belta.by
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BELARUSIANAMERICAN
RELATIONSHIPS
ON THE MEND
By Grigory Ioffe
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elarusian-American ties are currently on the rise, but the overall
history of mutual relationships
since the breakup of the Soviet
Union has not been a road paved with roses. A deficit of mutual understanding and
trust was these relationships’ trademark;
yet another one was the role played by the
third parties, notably Russia and the European Union. In fact, both powerful neighbors of Belarus have made statements indicative of their zero-sum game approach
to that country: You are either with “us” or
with “them.” Some Russian media outlets
have been particularly active in criticizing
Belarus for its desire to “sit on two chairs”
each time Belarus made an attempt to improve its ties with the West.
Around 2012, such attempts indeed
began to eventually bear fruit – if only
because the Belarus policies of Western
countries had not achieved any of their
stated goals. Vadim Gigin, an articulate
and sophisticated voice on the side of the
Belarusian government, published an article welcoming reconciliation and highlighting the underlying concern of the
West regarding its relationships with Belarus. “What are the reasons for the West...
to pursue contacts and, however inconsistently, rapprochement with Alexander Lukashenko?” he asked. According to Gigin,
“There are several reasons, and the foremost among them is Russia. Yes, some of
the catchphrases we can now hear from
our Western partners are ‘Do not scare
us with Russia. This trick is not going to
fool us anymore. We will not sacrifice our
values on the altar of our geopolitical interests.’ But when these are repeated over
and over again like a mantra, you get to
understand that the growing influence of
Russia on Eastern Europe indeed scares
the West the most. In Western capitals,
they understand perfectly well that if the
greatest assets of Belarus are taken over by
Russian business owners, this country will
be lost to the West for a long time, if not
forever.” Gigin noted that Putin’s return to
the helm of power is a strong catalyst in
beginning rapprochement between Belarus and the West, in part because this event
undermines any hope for Russia and the
West coordinating their policies on Belarus. The passing euphoria over Arab revolutions and waning hopes that economic
crisis would destroy Belarus’s political system are also factors in the Belarus-West
reconciliation, according to Gigin.

Politics

Officially, however, the rationale behind Belarus policies by the U.S. was a
long-standing belief that human rights
are violated in Belarus on a grand scale
and that Western-style democracy needs
to be promoted in Belarus by all means.
For that purpose, U.S.-based institutions,
like the National Endowment for Democracy, generously funded the Belarusian
opposition. The members of that opposition became all but the only interlocutors
of Western envoys in Minsk. Philosophically, such policy rested on the persuasion that in Belarus, dictatorship was
deceitfully imposed on benighted people
whom better positioned outsiders, includ-

A deficit of mutual
understanding and trust
was these relationships'
trademark, yet another
one was the role
played by third parties,
notably Russia and the
European Union

ing Americans, should help enlighten and
liberate. The message from the Belarusian side was different: “Our political system is in line with grassroots culture and
people’s expectations; our foreign policy
is multi-directional, so we do need you, if
only as a source of technological modernization, but please be respectful. Do not
impose your socio-cultural and political
standards on us. Because you unfortunately persist in doing this, we are obliged
to fly with one wing – that is, our foreign
ties emphasize Russia, although we badly
need to engage the other wing as well.”
The standpoint on Belarus embraced by
the collective West, including the United
States, began to shift following the 2008
war between Russia and Georgia, and
even more significantly and decisively following the crisis in Ukraine, so the aforementioned perspective on BelarusianWestern relationships advanced by Gigin
was actually on target. Correspondingly,
the most widespread explanation of a
positive change in those relationships has

to do with the conflict in Ukraine that allegedly prompted the West to subordinate
its values to its interests. The term “geopolitics” became the name of the game.
In other words, in the eyes of the Western
decision-makers, the sovereignty of Belarus as a buffer state between Russia and
the West became more important than
democracy promotion. And since, for all
practical purposes, the single institution
that not only speaks in favor of this sovereignty but effectively sustains it is the
government in Minsk, the Western governments warmed up to it.
At a minimum, however, this explanation is incomplete. At least two other
developments seem to stand behind the
warm-up. First, a profound dissatisfaction
with the outcomes of democracy promotion in multiple world regions and a concomitant decline in the belief that the latter
is even possible via externally engineered
regime change. Second, it turned out that
in case of Belarus, the “regime” has actually succeeded in stewardship of Belarus’s
formative experiences, like propping up
civic identity of Belarusians, stability, and
security as well as economic development,
infrastructure, quality of governance, and
even living standards exceeding those in
two other culturally close East Slavic countries. Personal impressions of multiple
visitors to Eastern Europe have confirmed
this. As one experienced American traveler to this part of the world recently indicated in his message to this author, “The
great majority of the people of Ukraine,
Moldova, Georgia, etc., and in Russia’s
countryside can only dream about living like Belarusians...” Third, trust in the
“democratic” opposition to the authoritarian regime of Alexander Lukashenko has
subsided in the Western capitals.
According to Alexander Feduta, himself a prominent member of the opposition, the current failure on the part of the
opposition parties to form a single list of
candidates running for parliamentary positions (the parliamentary elections are
scheduled for September 11) reflects the
trend going back to 1996. The opposition
leaders do not see each other as allies in
their fight for democracy, only as rivals in
their quest for Western funding. Feduta
calls them professional alms collectors,
who could not care less about oppositionminded Belarusians.
As every national community, however,
Belarus needs opposition to help it chart a
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path to the future. However, Belarus is in
need of the opposition evolving organically. Unfortunately, in the opinion of some
prominent Western donors to the Belarusian opposition, “No unified opposition
or single candidate is likely to emerge in
Belarus without Western assistance.” It is
little wonder that this long-held view became a self-fulfilling prophecy that did
more harm than good. When Western
stewards of the Belarusian opposition
handpicked its leaders from among disgruntled former Lukashenko associates
or intellectuals with some ability to speak
English, they made those leaders accountable exclusively to themselves (i.e.,
donors), and they actually thwarted the
natural, albeit much slower, process of the
opposition’s formation. To return the situation back to normal, you have to, using
Flannery O’Conner’s words, “quit confusing madness with a mission.” It is likely
that the political structuring of Belarusian
society will only occur once national consolidation gets to a mature level. In the
absence of national consolidation, this
sort of structuring is inhibited because if
there is no self-contained whole, there are
no parts of that non-existing whole that
would at least share common identity.
In his lengthy and informative 2015
interview with The Washington Post, Foreign Minister of Belarus Vladimir Makei
actually upheld this point when he stated,
“Our Belarusian identity has not yet crystallized. In the past, we lived all too long
in the shadow of other peoples. We have
common history with Poland and common history with Russia – not always
auspicious. We have not yet arrived at the
realization of what we are as a nation...”
Besides, Makei responded to as many
as four variations of the same persistent
question: Should Belarus develop its relationship more with the West or with Russia? Makei stood his ground, insisting this
question had a Cold War ring to it, hence
the title of the published excerpt from the
interview: “We want to be friends with everybody.”
In addition to that, Makei’s interview
included a number of other noteworthy
points. First, Belarus is the only former
Soviet republic that has survived the entire post-Soviet period without shocks and
armed conflicts. Gradualism is the main
principle of steering economic and political life in Belarus – i.e., no abrupt changes
or radical reforms, whatever some im-

patient outsiders say. Second, a replay of
the eastern Ukrainian scenario in Belarus
will not happen precisely because, unlike
the former leadership of Ukraine, Belarus’s government is not going to abruptly
switch sides from Russia to the West or
vice versa. According to Makei, this replay
is impossible also because the government
of Belarus exercises “normal control” over
the state and the economy, the President
and his family do not own businesses, and
Belarus has not taken “foolish decisions”
about limiting the domain of the use of
the Russian language.
Today, due to belated appreciation of
Belarus’s stability and its peacekeeping

...Belarus is the only
former Soviet republic
that has survived the
entire post-Soviet
period without
shocks and armed
conflicts.

mission by Belarus’s Western partners,
the intensity of official and unofficial (e.g.,
via conferences and think tanks) contacts
between Belarus and the West is at an alltime high. First and foremost, the atmosphere of the relationships has changed
for the better. By all accounts, there is
more mutual trust than ever before. Several hallmarks deserve to be mentioned.
In September 2014, Minsk, the capital of
Belarus, hosted a U.S. delegation that in-

cluded representatives of the U.S. Agency
for International Development (USAID),
the Department of Defense, and the Department of State. The members of the
delegation had meetings with Belarus’s
Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Defense,
Economy, and Education. They also met
some leaders of the Belarusian opposition. The press coverage of the visit revealed that the two sides “discussed the
possibilities of the restoration and broadening of cooperation between Belarus
and the USA.” A member of the delegation, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
Thomas Melia, commended Belarus for
hosting the negotiations on Ukraine and
for its non-recognition of the annexation
of Crimea by Russia.
In December 2015, the Belarusian delegation conducted talks at the State Department about human rights, the thorniest issue that separates the two sides. Both
sides agreed to continue talks into the
future.
In March 2016, Michael Carpenter, the
United States’ Deputy Assistant Secretary
of Defense for Russia, Ukraine, and Eurasia, visited Minsk and was received by
President Lukashenko, who subsequently,
in his recent state of the nation report to
the Belarusian Parliament, praised his
visitor.
On May 5, 2016, an international conference, Understanding Belarus Security,
was conducted in Minsk and its American
participants, including this author, were
subsequently received by foreign minister
Makei and deputy foreign minister Elena
Kupchina. At the conference, Belarus was
commended for pursuing a smart foreign
policy that accurately reflects its location
between Russia and the collective West.
It has been an unusually mature version
of Realpolitik that, by definition of this
remarkable German term, is politics or
diplomacy based primarily on considerations of given circumstances and factors,
rather than explicit ideological notions or
moral and ethical premises. In this regard,
“sitting on two chairs” may no longer be
a metaphor for infidelity. Indeed, maintaining good relations with both Russia
and the West is vital for the retention of
Belarus’s statehood and for its successful
development. g
You can reach Grigory Ioffe
at gioffe@radford.edu
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THE TOTALITARIAN
ESSENCE OF
LIBERALISM
By Mike Morris
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here was a time when I looked
upon liberals as graying intellectuals who stamped their feet and
asserted that all individuals were
equal; that everyone should live well and
expect to have bacon and eggs for breakfast; and that the police should politely
extend their greetings to everyone they
encounter. I thought that they were selfabsorbed people who, having voraciously
devoured the writings of Marx and Engels,
now cooed in their university libraries with
no actual influence on society. However, I
was mistaken.
Liberalism has turned out to be cruel,
malevolent and tenacious. It has begun
crawling like a tumor throughout the
world. It destroys capitalism as a functioning system. Instead of a harmonious
society, it creates semi-totalitarian governments in most countries, and in America, it
consumes a well-established and smoothly
functioning system of economic and societal inter-relationships. It has always been
a temptation for young people, in prerevolutionary Russia, in Europe, and fairly
recently in America, where it has been evident for some 60 to 70 years at the most.
Liberalism’s earlier version was romantic,
gentle and relatively benign. Today’s liberalism is basically an American universitybased ideology, externally attractive (much
as Marxism is on paper) and contrived to
defend the word “tolerance.”
What is interesting is that not one liberal
seeks equality under the law for himself.
He sees himself as being above the law. As
noted above, liberalism has become something else. It is prepared to kill those who
do not accept it; it is prepared to incarcerate and remove from society conservatives
who wish to live according to the world’s
previous standards. In other words, our
time has become one of totalitarian liberalism. Liberalism compels society to accept
its morals, rules, laws and ideas. In the best
of situations, it requires society to remain
silent. If you continue to speak out, you
become an enemy of society, of progress,
equality, and brotherhood.
Liberalism spawns terrorism. This is a
truthful observation, for terrorism does
not come into being without the connivance and concurrence of liberals. Then
they begin to protest, claiming, as it were,
“We did not have that in mind.” However,
by then, it is too late. They are killed or
burned at the stake. Without liberals’ prior
pronouncements and embrace of appeasement, terrorist acts would not have begun and cities and people would not have
been blown up. Before all of this, liberals

shouted: “Let these oppressed people have
a chance to protest their grievances. If they
dislike their leader, give them the right to
maim and kill him.” I can say simply that
today’s liberals handed terrorists the right
to kill people and destroy the universe. If
there is any doubt, turn on the television or
open a newspaper. There is no denial of this
occurrence.
Everything in its time. We become more
familiar with these words with every passing year. We repeat them with a pensive
expression, although often not in context.
We should reflect on what is occurring
throughout the world and on how much
time we have left to live, quarrel, and make

The power system in any
country cannot be only
conservative or liberal.
Obtaining power through
force can change the
face of conservatism and
liberalism, transforming
them into totalitarian faces.

false statements about love. We have come
to a point when we need to speak about the
times we live in. Furthermore, we should
try not to reinforce our arguments for
greater authority with the thoughts of other individuals, but attempt to express our
views ourselves.
Let’s recall: The world has entered a new
phase of development. This phase did
not start with the Arab Spring in 2010 –
2011, but actually began during the Soviet
Union’s Perestroika in the late 1980s. Perestroika was a reformatory movement initiated in 1985 by the President of the Soviet
Union, Mikhail Gorbachev. This collapse of
an artificially created monster, which lasted
for 75 years, was followed by an era of advanced technology and the dissolution of
many regimes in the world. Consequently,
Perestroika had a global impact.
I believe that the former Soviet republic,
Belarus, is an example of revival for the
world, and despite its tragic history and all
the odds against it, including economic collapse after Perestroika, it has survived and is
an independent nation. As opposed to succumbing to the totalitarian nature of liberalism, this former Soviet Union territory

has carved out its own path towards happiness. Furthermore, unlike those nations
where liberalism has been hastily implemented to no avail, Belarus has remained
peaceful and stable within the region. Of
course, no journey is ever smooth, whether
individually or as a nation. Yet, Belarus still
stands and extends its hand to any country
willing to respect its journey.
Apparently, the best form of living in any
country is a combination of liberalism and
conservatism. Without conservatism, liberalism becomes utopian, and, instead of
leading to intellectualism and human freedom, it leads to riots, violence and bloodshed. Conservatism restrains the utopian
ambitions of liberalism and ensures a nation does not violate its constitutional laws,
thereby maintaining order. It seems to me
that the fairest form of democracy is a hybrid consisting of the best parts of conservatism and liberalism. Winston Churchill
once said, “Democracy is the worst form
of government, except for all the others.”
I would like to state that democracy, although not permissiveness, is far from the
worst political system in the world, as long
as it contains healthy roots of conservatism.
The power system in any country cannot
be only conservative or liberal. Obtaining
power through force can change the face of
conservatism and liberalism, transforming
them into totalitarian faces.
I do not recall a single case in history,
when liberalism brought order to a country and promoted the laws of the nation.
Shouting for freedom never actually led to
freedom. It only led to violence and death,
the guillotine and extermination camps.
Consider history, the French Revolution,
the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia, and
even the recent Arab Spring Revolutions in
Tunisia, Egypt and Libya. These examples
show what happens when liberalism becomes totalitarian.
There is no paradise on Earth. Not in a
single country in the world. Not even in
Belarus. However, in Belarus, there is a
conservative system, with several offshoots
of liberalism. This system helps preserve
the history of the nation, protects the traditional moral values of families and the
relationships between people and educates
a new generation of physically healthy
young people on respecting the older generation. As far as I know, the majority of
Belarusians support this societal condition.
In fact, characteristically, Belarusians avoid
taking uncalculated risks. When it comes
to political systems, Belarusians are not
risk-takers. After all, a bird in the hand is
worth two in the bush. g
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CHERNOBYL
DISASTER & BELARUS
30 YEARS LATER
By Editorial Team
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hirty years ago on April 26th, 1986,
a routine maintenance test at the
Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant
in northern Ukraine took a disastrous turn. After midnight, there was a catastrophic chain reaction in the core of the
reactor. A power surge fractured the uranium fuel rods, and a huge explosion blew
the roof off the reactor. A large amount of
radioactivity, both particulate and gaseous,
was released into the atmosphere, reaching
as far as Sweden in Northern Europe. In
terms of territory, Belarus suffered the most
from exposure to the Chernobyl disaster.
This is because Belarus, specifically the
Gomel region, was very close to the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant.
According to the United Nations (UN),
the estimated financial cost of the disaster
for Belarus was $235 billion. Since then,
about nine percent of Belarus’s annual
budget covers the continuing costs associated with the consequences of the disaster. Infrastructure has been improved in
some affected areas where residents were
not resettled, and the government has also
revitalized affected agricultural land utilizing special fertilization, lining of soils and
cesium-binding additives.
Every global catastrophe leads to terrible
consequences, such as death or disease.
However, catastrophes can also be important lessons for humanity. Of course, only
if mankind is able to learn the hard way. In
actuality, time has shown that humans are
unable to learn from their mistakes. The
main argument to support this is that wars
are often repeated. Although, there is hope
that mankind can learn from its mistakes.
Belarus, following the Chernobyl disaster, has called on humanity to be careful in
using nuclear technology. The Belarusian
government has called on countries to work
to create defenses against sudden nuclear
disasters. Importantly, the government reminds the world that the dangers associated
with nuclear energy are not just computer
games, but are a real threat to the existence
of our civilization. Consequently, Belarus
has served an important role in providing
expertise to the world community about
nuclear containment and rehabilitation. Although Belarus does not have any nuclear
power plants, the country does have authority to speak on the dangers associated with
nuclear energy because of the suffering its
men, women and children experienced during and following the Chernobyl disaster.
In March 2011, Japan faced the biggest
nuclear disaster since the Chernobyl disaster, at the Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant.
The damage caused by a tsunami produced

Map of radiation levels in 1996
around Chernobyl
equipment failures, and without this equipment, an accident followed resulting in
three nuclear meltdowns and the release of
radioactive material. Although the nuclear
disaster in Fukushima was primarily initiated by a natural disaster, the same fate could
have been in store for parts of Japan’s northeast coast. As part of its dedication to the
international community, Belarus will further participate in round table discussions,
in order to review international Chernobyl
experience in the context of the United Nation’s activities in response to future technological disasters.
The tragedy associated with the Chernobyl disaster continues to be remembered
even in other parts of the world. On April
20th, 2016, a photo exhibition named
Chernobyl: Tragedy, Lessons, Hope was
opened at the UN headquarters in New
York, featuring the work of American photographer Philip Grossman on the current state of the exclusion zone around
the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant. The
exhibition was opened by the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Belarus
Vladimir Makei and the Administrator of
UN Development Program Helen Clark.
Makei, in his commemorative speech,

called the 30th anniversary of the Chernobyl
disaster a reminder of the need to carefully
preserve the ideals associated with the value
of human life and with responsible attitude
towards the environment. He also stated
that what is needed is not only political and
economic measures, but human dialogue,
understanding, cooperation and empathy.
As the coordinator of international cooperation on Chernobyl, Clark noted the importance of the work continuously being done
by Belarus, in order to carefully preserve the
Chernobyl experience in the interest of all
nations and future generations.
There are critical voices of the problems
associated with the Chernobyl catastrophe.
As journalist Alla Yaroshinskaya writes,
“The international community has, in fact,
thrown Belarus in to face the most dangerous technological catastrophe, which is the
only one humanity had ever known. The
consequences of this catastrophe, which associated with only a single reactor at a nuclear power plant, are still being faced, even
years later.” g
For more information:
www.volunteers.com.ua
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BELARUSIAN
FASHION
A VISION OF BELARUS
By Veronica Grigaltchik

Photographs: Pete Vinnichek, Murat Tureshov
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ashion is not only
about the voguish fabric, but a work of art
brought to life. In it is
a vision of the future. In Belarus, this vision consists of both timeless elegance
and daring creations awakened by talented designers during Belarus Fashion
Week (BFW), which took the capital city
of Minsk by storm on April 6 to 10, 2016.
The large international event was the
exact definition of beauty and gracefulness, with fashion pieces that delighted
the eyes and the soul of each fashionista
within the audience. Models showcased
collections that certainly rivaled those
seen in Paris and Milan. Yet, there was still
something Belarusian about the designs,
and in the world of fashion, standing
out is certainly important. Here, on the
runways of Minsk, was the perfect combination of unique beauty and fashionforward trend-setting. Each designer took
their chance to show the world their col-
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lection – namely their vision. Each walk
down the runway was a moment of truth.
The atmosphere this season seemed even
more electrifying than the last.
This was the 11th season of BFW, and
twice a year for more than five years,
BFW has provided a platform for designers and artists, fashion journalists and
anyone in the world of fashion to showcase their talents. Of course, fashion is
also more than just style. In fact, fashion
is a global industry of trillions of dollars,
and the fashion designers at BFW certainly seemed ready to take their visions
to the next level.
BFW was organized by Yanina Goncharova, the public relations and communications agency Open Podium, and the Belarus Fashion Council. The biggest fashion
event in Belarus traditionally began with
a press conference and evening opening ceremony, and the shows took place
at the National Exhibition Center, which
boasts the largest pavilion in Minsk. How-

ever, BFW was not confined to the walls
of the pavilion, as a large number of fashion events took place in different locations throughout the capital. It seemed as
though, for at least this one week, fashion
was in the air!
BFW also went live internationally, as
the shows were available for international
viewing in real-time on several websites.
Many abroad tuned in to watch each collection, keenly interested in Belarusian
fashion. Of course, Belarusians were also
watching, and BFW even received extensive coverage on many different TV channels. Young bloggers, who participated
in the Fashion Blog Competition at BFW,
had the opportunity to visit all the fashion
shows and share their thoughts on each
collection. The atmosphere alone was
something worth sharing.
The organizers of the event certainly
knew how to put on a show of national
talent. The full ensemble of renowned designers and clothing brands were all show-
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cased, including those of LEORGOFMAN,
ton-in-ton, Julia Babiy, Candy Lady, NAVY,
Line A, Harydavets & Efremova, Davidova,
BOITSIK, AlenaGoretskaya, Hunkemöller,
Kardash, Aiplatov and many others.
However, BFW was also international.
Foreign designers presented their stunning collections including Federica Tosi
(Italy), Marina Reimann (Germany), and
FABRYAN (England). Consequently, BFW
brought together a large number of guests
from different nations’ ministries and embassies and caused a great deal of interest
in the media. Those from the ministries
of the Republic of Belarus, heads of large
organizations, chief editors and famous
fashion icons were also all distinguished
guests at BFW.
Of course, fashion is about the future,
and this season, BFW placed the focus on
up-and-coming designers in Belarus. New
Names BFW was a competition for beginning designers, and the final took place on
April 9th. The competition aimed to focus

on students and talented young designers. In a true Belarusian twist, a rule of the
competition was that the designers must
work with natural linen (provided by the
Orsha Linen Mill in Belarus) and create a
truly transformative, modern collection.
The winner was A.M. Shiroky Merenkova Marina, a graduate of the Institute of
Modern Knowledge.
Fashion is also about giving back to
the community. The Kids’ Fashion Days
BFW fashion shows were part of a project
called From Children to Children, a charity event organized to raise money for the
construction of a Belarusian children’s
hospice. The children’s collections were
stunning, and, of course, the models simply brought the clothes to life!
This season’s BFW was truly electrifying, as evident by those participating in
the LG Electronics Competition. There
were many installations which combined
fashion and technology, resulting in one
of the participants receiving a grant from

the partnering LG Electronics Company,
in order to create and develop a ready-towear collection. This exciting collection
will be presented at next season’s fashion
week.
In the display of striking fashion at this
season’s BFW show, Belarusian designers
are fast approaching fashion powerhouses
such as Prada, Burberry and Chanel. Despite rising to the levels of European and
American giants, Belarusian fashion still
remains distinct in its ease, lightness, optimism, and elegance. As designers sell
this season’s vision for the future, fashionlovers eagerly await what the next season
holds.
BFW invites organizations, companies,
brands and media to participate in the
next season which will be held in Minsk
in November, 2016. g
For more information:
www.BFW.by
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Lomaev’s Work The Emper
or’s New Clothes

t in Boots
Lomaev’s Work Ca

Illustrator Anton Lomaev at work

PROLIFERATING
GOODNESS
By Yuri Maksimov

E

ach country, like each person,
bears its own character – an individual artistry. In describing Belarus, its beauty comes not from fields
of light blue, flowering flax, nor from the
white wings of a stork in flight, but rather
from its kindness. Perhaps true goodness can only come from a people who
have drunk from the cup of suffering and
emerged victorious.
In fact, it is likely because they witnessed
the horror and destruction of both world
wars – one in every three people in Belarus

died during World War II; every other person died in the particularly hard-hit Vitebsk
region – that the Belarusian people are so
good and kind. It’s as if each citizen lives
and works not only for himself but carries
in his soul the desire to live for those whose
lives were snuffed out by the Nazis.
Even the new generation of children in
Belarus share this feeling with their parents and grandparents, an awareness that
can be called proliferating goodness.
One of the world’s most famous illustrators of children’s books, Anton Lomaev,

was born in Belarus. The derivation of his
“good” works comes from his Belarusian
land.
“I was born in Vitebsk,” Lomaev said.
“It’s a special city – the birthplace of the
great artist, Marc Chagall. When you
wander around the wooden outskirts of
Vitebsk, you can feel the viscous flow of
time, as if continuance stalled in flight. The
first time I saw Chagall’s paintings – his
house, incidentally, remains not far from
where our family lived – I was struck by
how little this part of the town changed. In

spite of the fact that Vitebsk almost completely underwent ruination during the
two world wars, at first glance, the spirit
of this ephemeral area, specifically, seems
to be the most tenacious. Wooden homes,
uneven fences, spring brooks, lush green
orchards and gardens, here and there dotted with stone buildings or small Orthodox chapels or churches or synagogues
– the most human effects always seem to
me far from what is fashionable, and more
what you would characterize as real.”
Lomaev’s works include illustrations
for a multitude of famous books: Herman Melville’s Moby Dick, Harper Lee’s
To Kill a Mockingbird, Mikhail Bulgakov’s
Theatrical Novel, as well as works from
Shakespeare, Kafka, Nabokov, Bunin, and
Conan Doyle. But Lomaev’s main work
can be seen in Hans Christian Andersen’s
fairytales and other great children’s tales
of the world, including The Little Mermaid, The Princess and the Pea, The Ugly
Duckling, and Little Red Riding Hood.
Scores of parents and children adore the
artist whose colorful illustrations for these
books are filled with magic and humor.
Lomaev’s artwork for Charles Perrault’s
Puss in Boots stands as the crowning jewel
of his wonderful collection. In one interview, he said the book was a special project for him.
“The tale about that rascally cat always
made me smile,” he said. “A comedy of
masks, a parody, a taste for elegant slyness,
nonchalance, ‘delicious’ textural fashion
of the gallant era – these are the elements
in which my hero lives. In this book, I

tried out new ideas in designing the book,
even in the actual manner of drawing and
the flow of the text. My hope was, in this
programmed and technological era, to be
able to awaken children’s imaginations.
I tried to make the drawings not only
highlight the text, but to become alive
themselves. I was attracted to the idea of
a wholly drawn book as a complete object
without gaps, pauses or white pages. This
iridescent, uninterrupted stream of images formed its own continuous rhythm.”
The illustrated edition came out in the
usual paper format, but now a digital and
interactive version is being prepared to be
released by Windy Press – a look to the
future, ushering in a new age of reading.
“Publishers complain of falling circulations and it’s sad,” he said. “But I don’t believe books are dying out. I think that both
formats – paper and digital – can coexist.
Digital will continue to be more widely
demanded in both text and reference
books, and this will save our forests. With
children’s books, I think they feel good on
paper. Kids’ books should be printed in
higher quality on paper because they are
engaging. It just wouldn’t be the same to
read together with your child on a blackand-white [electronic] reader.”
“If you refer to book tablets with colored screens, then you will still have the
illustrations,” said Lomaev. “This format
will offer new artistic possibilities. Puss
in Boots, for example, with my artwork...
will not just be an interactive application.
It is a huge, very labor-intensive, largely
experimental project – a book and mu-

sical. It will be released immediately in
several languages, with specially written
music and songs and the voices of famous
actors. Two-time Grammy winner, Jimmy
Dale, a famous storyteller in the Englishspeaking part of the world, will lend his
voice to the project. Along with the text
and animated illustrations, the book will
include mini-games.”
“Having dealt mostly with traditional
books, at first I was skeptical to take on such
innovation,” he said, “But I changed my
mind and I very much hope that this original musical fairytale will bring many smiles
to our young readers and will help them believe that good always overcomes evil.”
As the German philosopher Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel wrote, “Every work
of art belongs to its time, its people, and
its environment.” However, fairy tales
are not limited to certain time periods or
boundaries. They build a magical bridge
of kindness between all nations and all
human hearts. Those who write and illustrate these stories truly make this world a
happier place, if only for the fact that they
help the new generation, our children,
keep their faith in a true miracle: hope.
The country of Belarus, generously watered with the tears and blood of its people, proves that good is always victorious
over evil, and it should stand as a proud
example of this victory before the entire
world. g
For more information:
http://www.lomaevart.com/index.html
www.windypress.com

20 US-Belarus Observer

Heritage

US-Belarus Observer 21

Culture

AMERICA’S
BELARUSIAN
RELATIVES
By Wilhelm Ohl

S

Harrison Ford

haring tales about one’s relatives
is one of the favorite conversation
topics in any country. Such conversations hold enduring value for
any person, bringing back recollections of
childhood, and can include stories told by
parents and grandparents about things and
people that are long gone.
A person who shares something private
with you becomes easier to understand,
and you also feel closer to him or her.
If this is true, then those in Hollywood
should be very close to any Belarusian’s
heart and vice versa!
Take, for example, the movie star Harrison Ford, famous for his roles in the Indiana Jones and Star Wars franchises. His
maternal grandparents came from Minsk,
the capital of Belarus.
As a descendant of Belarusians, Sean Penn
is one of the few actors to pick up awards at all
of the world’s largest film festivals and award
ceremonies. This two-time Oscar winner

and the owner of Best Male Role awards at
the famous film festivals in Cannes, Berlin
and Venice is rightly considered one of the
world’s most successful actors.
Beautiful Scarlett Johansson – Hollywood’s hottest female star – often shares
information about her Belarusian roots
with interviewers and promises to visit the
Belarusian capital soon.
Distinguished actor Michael Douglas has been a member of the Hollywood
Olympus for several decades. His father,
Kirk Douglas, and their relative Cameron
Douglas also had successful film careers.
This celebrated Douglas dynasty is partly
from Belarus as well.
We consider Emmy award winner Lisa
Kudrow, who became famous after playing
Phoebe Buffay in one of the world’s most
popular TV shows, Friends, our relative as
well. And let’s not forget about Oscar award
winners Gwyneth Paltrow and Walter Matthau either!

And it’s not just about actors in Hollywood! The Academy of Motion Pictures,
Arts and Sciences and the Oscar ceremony
were the brainchild of Minsk-born Louis
Burt Mayer (1884 – 1957). He was also the
founder of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer studios.
The Belarusian town of Białystok was
the birthplace of eminent American cinematographer and two-time Oscar winner
Boris Kaufman (1906 – 1980). Belarusians
also see their relatives in the four Warner
brothers, who established the world-famous Warner Brothers studios.
And what about movie directors in Hollywood?
Belarusian ancestors can be found in the
family trees of both Steven Spielberg and
Sydney Pollack.
Furthermore, who would even watch
movies if they didn’t have a TV set at
home? And how could TV exist without
a well-developed radio industry? That’s
right. Another native of Belarus helped
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Marc Chagall

Jackie's roar being recorded for use at the
beginning of MGM talking movies. A sound stage
was built around his cage to make the recording.

Lisa Kudrow

Isaac Azimov
pioneer radio and TV, and his name is David Sarnoff (1891 – 1971). He was directly
involved in installing wireless communication devices in sea vessels and equipping railroads with radios. Later, American audiences were given the opportunity
to watch the huge, colored world right
through their TV sets, installed in their
living rooms.
Music is an inalienable part of film. Brilliant musicians – composer George Gershwin (1898 – 1937) and violin virtuoso
Yehudi Menuhin (1916 – 1999) – could
share their stories of Belarusian relatives
who lived in various shtetls, or Belarusian
towns with large Jewish populations.
Belarusian immigrant Irving Berlin
(1888 – 1989) was behind the first Broadway shows and musicals. After World War
I, Berlin opened his famous Music Box
Theater in New York City.
Belarus has also made a sizeable contribution to American show business. The
widely popular American TV host Larry
King also has Belarusian connections.
Whichever way you look, from Florida to
Alaska, you’ll find Belarusians everywhere.
Belarusians’ contributions to American
literature and art are no less important than
those to the film industry.
Let’s tick them off, shall we?

American writer Isaac Azimov (1920
– 1992) was one of the world’s best science fiction writers. Azimov was especially unique because he combined many

The United States
is unique in that
its people are
immigrants, who
brought their
talents to their new
homeland and
turned their ideas
into reality

literary styles and subjects in his works:
crime stories, humor, astronomy, genetics,
chemistry, history and others. He was also
the father of new words such as robots, ro-

botics, positron and psychohistory.
Playwright Leivick Halpern (1888 –
1962) from the Igumen shtetl was a descendant of Belarusian emigrants.
Former executive editor of The New York
Times, Abraham Rosenthal (1922 – 2006),
also had Belarusian ancestors. The same
could be said for the king of American
print media, Samuel Newhouse.
World-famous artist Marc Chagall (1887
– 1985), who was born in the Belarusian
town of Vitebsk, lived and worked in the
U.S. for seven years (1941 – 1948). One of
the most talented painters and graphic artists of the 20th century, Savely Sorin (1887
– 1953), also worked in America.
If we look at the world of fashion, we
will find the shining star – designer, entrepreneur, knight, one of America’s richest
people – and hereditary Belarusian, Ralph
Lauren. Perfumer Sophia Grojsman, a Belarusian-American, is also well-known.
A cosmic train runs from the stars of
fashion and film to open space.
World-famous Belarusian scientist Barys
Kit spent 25 years working for the American
rocket industry. As a mathematician and
systems analyst, he took part in the development of the most important space programs:
the Apollo missions, the Moon landing, and
construction of the Space Shuttles.

In addition to Pinsk native Simon Smith,
there have been other scientists with Belarusian roots – Sheldon Glashow, Alan
Heeger and Martin Lewis Perl – all of
whom had the honor of winning the Nobel Prize. And that’s not all! Other Nobel
laureates with Belarusian relatives include
physicists Richard Feynman (1918 – 1988),
Jerome Isaac Friedman and Frederick
Reines (1918 – 1998).
Former Microsoft boss Steve Ballmer
has Belarusian roots. One of the founding fathers of modern internet, Paul Baran
(1926 – 2011), and outstanding scientist
and successful entrepreneur Felix Zandman (1928 – 2011) were both born in Belarus. One of America’s multimillionaire
oil and gas developers, Jack Grynberg,
also hails from Belarus.
Truly, America’s Belarusian relatives are
immensely talented!
History shows that America’s technological, cultural, social and scientific development is the result of the labors of many generations of Americans, who worked for the
good of their country. But the United States
is unique in that its people are immigrants,
who brought their talents to their new homeland and turned their ideas into reality.
America blossomed from a huge human bouquet, made up of people from all

Larry King

walks of life and all kinds of nationalities.
The magnificent Belarusian flowers of this
bouquet embellished all spheres of human
activity.
Even the most important period in the
history of the United States – the fight for
independence – saw Belarusians take part.
Specifically, Tadeusz Kosciuszko (1746
– 1817), was the national hero of Poland,
Belarus and the United States. In 1776,
Benjamin Franklin appointed Kosciuszko
to oversee the engineering activities of the
Continental Army. Thanks to Kosciuszko’s
military talents, the American army won
one of the most important battles of that
war in 1777, which went down in history as
the Battle of Saratoga.
Kosciuszko was given the Eagle of the
Society of the Cincinnati and promoted to
brigadier general by Congress. One of the
seven American monuments to Tadeusz
Kosciuszko can be found in Washington,
D.C., not far from the White House. This
hero’s museum is in Philadelphia, and the
New York City subway has a Kosciuszko
Street stop at the BMT Jamaica Line.
The business of building American statehood was continued by many others with
Belarusian roots, including those who became eminent public figures and government officials in their new country. Among

them are the Attorney General Michael
Bernard Mukasey, Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff, Deputy
Secretary of Treasury Stuart Eizenstat, labor union leader David Dubinsky (1892
– 1982), and former NATO commander
and presidential candidate, retired General
Wesley Clark.
Together with the U.S., Belarus is proud
of its relationship with famous chess player
David Yanofsky (1925 – 2000), New York
City mayor Michael Bloomberg, U.S. Congressman Sam Gejdenson, the Attorney
General of New York Eliot Spitzer, and
many representatives of the U.S. legislative
branch.
One could go on and on, cataloguing
Belarusian-American relatives. What’s
important is that the memories of these
people are alive, that people still have this
feeling of love and gratitude towards their
roots.
There’s a saying in Belarus: “Be of use
wherever you were born.”
Belarusian-Americans, having moved
in time and space, remain Belarusian in
spirit. g
You can reach Wilhelm Ohl
at ohl@usa.com
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Cornflower, Belarusian symbol

THE BELARUSIAN
HEROINE
In celebration of Mother’s Day on May 8th, NATALYA LENSKAYA explores the
modern-day Belarusian woman and what makes her a force to be reckoned with.

W

hat is the difference between
American and Belarusian
women? Here’s what I think:
American women are independent, dynamic and fun, but often let
their emotions run away with them. Belarusian women, on the other hand, are

good-natured, peaceful and modest. Their
expressive, brilliant eyes reflect the blue
lakes, green marshlands, and dark, dense
oak forests of our country. You can drown
from love and escape life’s adversities in
these eyes. They hurl lightning or inspire
calm, attract or incinerate. But having

looked into these mirrors of the soul, no
one can remain indifferent.
Though Belarusian women smile sweetly, don’t let that fool you. Beneath that
calm exterior lies the strength of a tigress,
the fierce loyalty of a mother bear and the
courage of a warrior.
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This strength of character derives from
several factors: first, Belarus is a femaledominated society. According to United
Nations statistics, for every 1,000 women,
there are only 869 men. Second, UNESCO
data show that Belarusian women live longer than their men. But perhaps these figures don’t tell the whole story.
To put it another way, Belarusian women
are a lot like Erin Brockovich, the energetic, impulsive, real-life heroine from a tiny
town in the Mohave Desert in California,
portrayed by Julia Roberts in the Hollywood film of the same name. Erin had little
education, but she showed a natural intelligence. She was aggressive but lovable, and
when life knocked her down, when love
went wrong, when jobs didn’t pan out, she
never stopped trying to make a good life
for herself and her children.
Katherine, a girl I knew in grade school,
reminds me so much of Erin Brockovich.
A quiet girl, Katherine always stayed on the
sidelines, never joining the fun. She had no
close friends and rarely smiled, but the one
thing I remember clearly about her is the
deep sadness in her big, bottomless grayblue eyes.
I ran into Katherine about 10 years after
we graduated. She was pushing a stroller
in which sat a baby girl, detached from the
world. The girl threw back her head and
looked at the sky. She had gray-blue eyes
exactly like Katherine’s.
Born with cerebral palsy, Eva, Katherine’s daughter, initially required lots of
special care, and the doctors advised Katherine to institutionalize her permanently.
But Katherine would not hear of it. She assured the doctors that she and her husband
would raise Eva themselves. Katherine and
her husband had taken a vow to love one
another in sickness as in health, and that
promise included their daughter. The three
of them, she told the hospital staff, would
build a life together.
It took many months in the hospital before Eva could live unassisted from the medical devices keeping her alive. During that
time Katherine’s attention to her little girl
was unstinting. When the day came for the
baby to be discharged, Katherine’s friends
and relatives showed up at the hospital with
balloons and flowers. Everyone came to celebrate Eva’s homecoming, everyone, that is,
except Katherine’s beloved husband.
I know that in America, people do not
abandon their sick. Americans understand
that debilitated does not mean done with
life. It is the same in Belarus. Belarusian
mothers simply do not abandon their children, even if a child’s disability makes life

difficult and inconvenient, even if their
husbands desert them and disavow their
children.
The Belarusian government helps, too,
believing that children are an important
resource in a country. In fact, Belarusian
mothers who give birth to three or more
children receive generous financial support
from the government in the form of free
housing, free medical care, and the opportunity for a free college education.
And so my friend Katherine, the Belarusian Erin Brockovich, didn’t give up.
She took Eva home and cared for her every need. Even though the doctors gave
her baby girl a life expectancy of only
three years, Katherine persevered, and Eva
thrived. Observing the child doing so well,
the doctors soon changed their prognosis
to five years, then 10. Today, Eva is almost
20. Katherine, Eva and Eva’s grandmother,
three women with bottomless gray-blue
eyes, live together and support one another.
What’s worse, not only the father, but
also the grandfather deserted them, when
Eva was but three years old, placing a huge
plush rabbit on his daughter’s doorstep before he disappeared forever.
Faced with life on their own without the
love and support of their fathers and husbands, these women rose to the challenge
before them. They shrugged off their fears
and ignored their weaknesses. They had to
learn to be independent so they could continue to plan for the future.
Katherine dreamed of visiting the sea
and showing it to her daughter, and one
summer, she brought her dream to fruition. They went to the coast and gazed
on the blue expanse with their fathomless
eyes. And I am sure that after their journey
to the sea, they forged yet another dream,
because dreams fill our lives with meaning.
And though Belarusian women mostly
come across as quiet and patient, they
are like smoldering ashes under snow. If
need be, they can overcome any obstacle,
conquer mountains, and, as the men joke,
snatch cranes from the sky. And yet they
will wait a lifetime for their dear and cherished love to appear. Belarusian women,
along with their American counterparts,
purse their lips, gather their strength and
attack their goals, especially when it comes
to their children.
Children in Belarus are a symbol of renewal and future prosperity. With the birth
of a child, the Belarusian Erin Brockovich
begins to approach life more calmly, taking
care of the day-to-day details while finding
time for everyone and everything, including herself.

What’s more, Belarusian women become
even more beautiful and stronger after
bearing children, and many foreigners notice this. The number of young families increased from 2014 to 2015, and each child
is cared for attentively by their parents.
What does this mean? It means that family
life in the country has grown stronger.
At the same time, the age at which young
Belarusian women and men start families
has increased, and women are postponing
motherhood in favor of other opportunities. Svetlana Alexievich holds the Nobel
Prize for Literature. There are women who
fill the jobs of ministers and deputy ministers. Women continue to rise higher and
higher in Belarus.
Another one of my friends, Olga Petrovna, like Erin Brockovich, also will not retreat from a fight. She has succeeded at everything in life: She is an amazing hostess, a
loving wife, a caring mother and a capable
leader. She loves doing crossword puzzles
and writing poetry. Her poetry demonstrates feminine rhythms with easy and
gentle sounds, bringing the reader almost
to tears. Olga Petrovna enjoys few friendships, but the ones she has, she knows she
can count on.
But one day, Olga vanished. Doctors had
discovered that my dear friend had Stage
3 breast cancer. However, far from feeling
defeated by the often deadly disease, this
woman, who had never before held a Bible
in her hands, turned to God to overcome
the ordeal.
When I saw Olga recently, I asked her
how she was doing. “Everything’s in God’s
hands,” she sighed. Then she confessed to
me that after she’d undergone surgery, she’d
read the entire Bible, learned the psalms by
heart and even now whispers them to herself when she feels her will to live faltering.
Now, it’s not gloom that resounds in her
mind, but hope. And when she gets better,
Olga says she will publish a book of the
prayers she used during the worst days of
her illness, when she felt she was close to
death.
Olga Petrovna will definitely survive!
Like Katherine and Erin Brockovich, she is
an ordinary woman who became extraordinary when facing the harsh trials of life.
After all, she is a Belarusian woman, and
Belarusian women are made of both beauty
and substance.
Would you like to see for yourself? Come
to Belarus!
g
You can reach Natalya Lenskaya at
lenskaya79@gmail.com
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THE VERDICT IS IN
Law Students Engage in
Successful Negotiations
Christopher R. Kelley, Associate Professor of Law at
the University of Arkansas School of Law, shares his
experiences with the US-Belarus Observer on launching
a law student exchange program between the U.S. and
Belarus.
Student negotiations

Professor Kelley
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t the University of Arkansas, Professor Christopher R. Kelley sits
in his office with a Belarusian flag
hanging on the adjacent wall. He
points to the flag and states, “More than
half of the students in Arkansas don’t
even know where Belarus is. Here is this
Belarusian flag in my office. Start the conversation here. What is this flag? What is
that about?”
Kelley did not want to just start the
conversation in Arkansas, he also wanted
to have students continue the conversation in Belarus. After becoming the first
American law professor to teach at Belarusian State University (BSU) in Minsk,
the capital of Belarus, he decided to bring
over American law students. Following approval from both universities, he
designed the Transnational Negotiation
course, which would have American law
students meeting in the fall semester and
going to Belarus over their spring break.
During this trip, American law students
would team up with Belarusian law students to engage in negotiation exercises.
Kelley states, “I know the value of person
to person contact. The ideal is to live in a
country. But that’s hard to do in the setting of law school. So the next best thing
is to get students there for as long as I can.
While there, I want my students to have
as much contact as possible.” Outside of
the classroom, American students would
also meet with government officials and
tour cultural sites in Belarus.
The first group of University of Arkansas law students went to Minsk in 2013.
Aside from learning about negotiation,
American students also had to undertake
additional preparation including extra
readings on Belarus. Once there, students
also took full advantage of the opportunity for cultural education. “My favorite
part of the trip was the exchange with the
Belarusian students, both in class, during
negotiations, and after class when they
took us to some of their favorite local
joints,” said third-year law student Andrew. “On Thursday night we bought dinner and drinks for the Belarusian students
at a traditional Belarusian restaurant, to
show our appreciation for the wonderful
hosts that they were. It was truly a great
trip filled with cultural exchange and diplomacy.”
American students also learned by
teaching Belarusian students the content
during negotiations. Belarusian students
were able to benefit immensely from this,
even just from language exposure. “All
of the students in the course spoke Eng-

lish but some were better at it than others,” an American student shared. “So not
only were we working on negotiations,
we also helped the students who weren’t
so strong in English understand what the
issues were and in a sense helped them
with their English skills.” Belarusians also
praised the program, and Associate Professor Darya Lando at BSU shared her
thoughts: “We were very interested in
this project because we understood that it
was a chance for American students and
Belarusian students to understand issues
better. Moreover, formally and informally
they had a chance to compare different
systems of education and probably different points of view with respect to Belarus
and the United States.”
Even with immense cultural education,
the goal of the course and experience remained development of negotiation skills
in an international setting. Kelley states,
“One of the reasons I teach negotiation
is because it’s universal. I don’t want to
suggest there aren’t cultural differences…
It’s important for both BSU students and
American students to practice negotiating across cultures because the world is
globalized. The practice of law is global
these days.”
One third-year law student, Nick,
shared his overall impression of the experience: “I think this course was unique
because the class created interaction,
through legal education, with foreign students. The practical exercises that we engaged in with the students from Belarus
taught me not only a lot about myself as
an individual and American, but also a lot
about others. One student said it all, ‘We
are all people.’ I think this theme sums it
all up. It was fascinating to see the similarities in negotiating styles between everyone. I was surprised to learn that the
students were more alike in their goals
than not.”
International experience programs,
such as this one, do more than mutually benefit students through acquired
skill-sets, they also broaden students’
horizons. One American student commented, “I’m definitely still interested in
a career in international law after going to
Belarus. Belarus was amazing!” Another
stated “Being in Belarus has enhanced my
desire to work in international law.” Kelley also has had positive experiences in
Belarus, so much so that this year he will
teach at the BSU Law Faculty during his
spring break for the fifth consecutive year,
which will be his eleventh time teaching
in Minsk. He states with a smile, “Minsk

is one of my favorite places… I got lost
the last time I was there. I stopped 3 people, and I knew a little bit of the language.
Two of the people were middle aged, and
they looked at me and switched to perfect
English. These are middle aged people,
not young people! In perfect English, they
told me exactly where to go!”
Kelley also understands the long-term
impacts of such international education
programs, “The most moving story I can
tell you is from last spring break. I taught
the negotiation course in the afternoon
[in Belarus]. One of those students did
not speak a word of English, but she
came to every single class. If participating in that class helps her and inspires
her, I consider that a success.” In regards
to the future of the program, he states “I
see the future of courses like Transnational Negotiation, as where we teach by
distance, where we negotiate via Skype,
and where students can record negotiations.” However, he also adds, “There is
no substitute for students going to Belarus. It is essential.”
International educational programs are
also extremely important for developing
relationships between countries. Lando
comments on her experiences in coming
to the U.S., “It was easy to participate in
these exchange visits, and I am very grateful to the Dean of Arkansas School of Law
because they gave me the opportunity to
see their way of teaching… as far as I can
see everyone is very pleasant and interested in maintaining our relationship. I had
a chance to visit New York City which I
enjoyed. And, of course, I enjoy the lifestyle here and the people.”
On his most recent trip in March 2016,
Kelley received a certificate of appreciation and a wristwatch from Dr. Sergey V.
Ablameyko, BSU’s Rector. Kelley summarizes the importance of building relationships between the two countries: “I
am trying to get American attorneys to
go there. I see a future because there is a
great opportunity there, [one that is] mutually beneficial to both sides. When I talk
to professors at BSU, they want to do the
same thing…I have been very impressed
with the attitude, especially at the law faculty. They are as welcoming as anywhere I
have been – because really we all live under one roof.” g
You can reach Professor
Christopher R. Kelley at
ckelley.christopher@gmail.com
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The Secrets
of Belarusian
Vegetables
By Irina Webster
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hat makes so many Belarusians strong, beautiful and
healthy? It is very possible it
could be from using so many
of the vegetables grown on their ample
lands. Here is a little excursion into some of
the secret histories of Belarusian vegetables
so popular in our wonderful cuisine.
It is funny how history chooses special
monikers for each nation. Belarusians
came to be affectionately known as bulbashi. No one is surprised by this nickname. It is a well-known fact that Belarusians love potatoes, which form the basis of
Belarusian cuisine. The word for “potato”
in the Belarusian language is bulba. And
bulba can be boiled, fried, baked, steamed,
and cooked in many other ways. Amazingly, it is thought that Belarusians are known
for using potatoes in more than 1,000 recipes! One could write an entire ode to the
potato. While some may think the potato
has always been the main staple crop of Belarus, few realize that the potato stands out
as one of the most recent tubers to appear
on Belarusian lands. Potatoes only became
a feature in Belarus at the end of the 18th
century, thanks to the king at the time,
Stanislaw August Poniatowski. During his
time, Poniatowski was known for supporting great culture and providing education
in Belarus. However, he also popularized
the simple root vegetable for his people at
the government level.
Belarusians had utilized other tubers up
until that time. For example, the Jerusalem artichoke, of North American origin,
appeared in Belarus earlier than the potato, namely in the beginning of the 18th
century. This root vegetable was popular
and fashionably embellished on the tables
of the nobility. In Belarus, they were not
called artichokes, but rather, bulve.
Other root crops widely grown and eaten
in Belarus throughout its history include
celery, which first appeared in Western Europe at the beginning of the 18th century.
This vegetable came to Belarus through
trade and cultural ties. Parsley – celery’s
relative – emerged much earlier in Belarus,
even earlier than in Western Europe. Belar-

usians had garnered a taste for parsley during the Byzantine Empire (330 – 1453 AD).
The same can be said of parsnips, one
of the most ancient root vegetables. Parsnip seeds have been found at Neolithic archeological sites, indicating that humans
had already cultivated this vegetable over
four thousand years ago. Parsnips remain
a famed and popular food throughout Belarus. With their wonderful flavor and delicious aroma, they can almost be considered
a Belarusian brand, having been traditionally enjoyed since the medieval era. Parsley,
parsnips and celery were all called “white
roots” during the Middle Ages.
Along with the white roots, there were
also black tubers. One black tuber, scientifically called scorzonera, is commonly
known as salsify or oyster plant. People of
the Middle Ages showed fondness for this
dark tuber. Salsify tastes much like refined
hazelnut and can be used to grace any restaurant dish. In Europe, salsify began to be
featured in cuisine in the 16th century, but
Belarusians had cultivated and consumed
the root long before then.
At one time, carrots also came in a black
variety. The orange type that is now standard, appeared relatively late; the Dutch
selected for this color of carrot. Carrots
held prominence even among ancient
Egyptians, Romans, and Greeks. Although
now widely used in Belarusian cuisine, the
country actually adopted carrots in the early Middle Ages.
Yet another Belarusian root vegetable,
the radish, naturally occurs in both white
and black varieties. For 200 – 300 years Belarusians have cultivated the crop and can
be called experts in radish harvesting. And
how could we forget horseradish? Common horseradish, sold in marketplaces by
expert old women, endures as a prominent produce. Centuries ago, horseradish
reached other European countries because
of Belarusians, and it remains a popular
food throughout Europe even now. The
root then travelled to Poland, and later, in
the 16th century, to Germany. The Germans became the first Western Europeans
to grate the vegetable and use it as a condi-

ment. Later the seasoning was introduced
to the French and subsequently to England.
What is Belarusian cuisine without the
turnip, which has been used since ancient
times? The cultivation of turnips has remained unchanged since its inception. If
the radish underwent alterations over the
era, it was so that horseradish can have
many varieties. In contrast, the turnip has
remained in its original form, just as it was
4,000 years ago.
One more bulb enjoyed by Belarusians
throughout history is the glorious, yet
humble beet! Rumor has it that Belarusians
can make as many foods from the beet as
they do from potatoes. It’s no wonder that
in ancient times Belarusians were called
“beet-heads.” This was not only because
borscht, a soup made from beets, was immensely popular in those days, but also
because beets became symbolic of Belarus
– even more than the potato. To see the rich
beauty of the beet, you need simply to cut
the root and take in the luscious deep, dark
red color. One who felt and understood the
symbolism of this particular root vegetable
was Francishak Bahushevich (1840 – 1900),
considered the father of Belarusian literature. In publishing Dudka Belarus (The Belarusian Fiddle), Bahushevich introduced
the national identity of Belarus to the
world, including its language, people and
literature. It was no accident that this author chose the pseudonym Matthew Burachok, with the word burachok translating
to “beet.”
There is reason to call Belarusians the
name of a root vegetable, which is hidden
underground. The nature of the people reminds one of root crops – hidden, inconspicuous, and deep. If you take the time to
get to know these “roots,” you will be rewarded with the beauty of their character,
energy and diligence. Knowing about sweet
folk names like bulbashi and beet-heads,
allows us to learn more about Belarus and
her people. After all, these amusing nicknames mirror the souls of the people who
continue to live on the land of their ancestors, and glorify the native lands with their
g
work and love.
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Participants of the World's Most
Beautiful Woman Pageant

PARADE OF GRACE
AND BEAUTY
Belarus is represented, for the first time, by DARIA NASTYCH in the World’s
Most Beautiful Woman Pageant held in the United States. She shows that
beauty is more than just skin-deep.

S

Daria Nastych represents Belarus

imply put, without beauty, life on
this Earth would become boring
and gray. In those places where
there is no beauty, there can also be
no love. Beauty is both external and internal, and every individual can exude beauty.
However, in order to show beauty, there is
often an honorable but risk-taking endeavor involving the latest fashions and trends
– that of walking the runway.
When stylish fashion meets a beautiful model, something greater is born than
just a combination of the two. Something
wonderful is created that is similar to music, dance or even literature. This can be
referred to as the harmony of body, clothes
and soul. Some might ask “What does the
soul have to do with beauty?”
However, it seems the answer is simple.
When external beauty and worn fashion
are lightened by the soul, there is an inexplicable sense of perfect harmony on the
stage. Without the beauty of the soul, beauty becomes only a surface formality.
Consider this: there is even a science

to what is sometimes coined as “beauty.”
For example, scientists have determined
that the symmetry of the face, which can
be calculated using distances and percentages, is what can be defined as “beautiful.”
Of course, that oversimplification shows
exactly why formal definitions of beauty
can be lacking. Instead, beauty is similar to
love: hard to define, wonderful to experience.
While observing all of the wonderful
participants in the World’s Most Beautiful
Woman Pageant, there was something particularly striking, as though the spirit was
overwhelmed by the deep beauty of the
scorching steppes. It was evident that many
others also felt this when participant Daria Nastych appeared. She, a native of the
steppe land inhabited by Cossack warriors,
represented Belarus at the show.
She graced the stage in what seemed like
a never-ending, radiating dress, eliciting
the exotic secrets and fiery temper of the
steppes from whence she came. Unsurprisingly, she was announced as the Most

Exotic Beauty to grace that very stage. She
walked as though riding on the stage. Her
green eyes shone in perfect unison with the
similar tone of the dress she wore. This was
the perfect harmony that was needed. Importantly, her soul brightened her face, her
gaze and her smile. Both men and women watched her, with astonishment and
amazement, walking onto the stage.
Her long, dark hair seemed to go on for
as long as her dress and reminded one of
the beautiful manes seen on the black horses of the steppe regions. Her gaze of astonishment at the audience reminded one of
the gazes of escaped horses, shining with
almost bewilderment. Within this beauty
were the secrets of life.
This representative of Belarus, Daria
Nastych, truly began her ascent to victory
at the World’s Most Beautiful Pageant in
Orlando, Florida. g
For more information:
info@usbelarusobserver.com
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ports families who raise more than two
children, providing them with a one-time
cashless allowance of $10,000. By January
2016, the government had already approved 11,600 families for this program.
Women who give birth also receive a oneoff birth grant.

THE BENEFITS OF MOTHERHOOD IN BELARUS
The Belarusian government has always
strived to take care of mothers in many
different ways. These components are
what has ensured that Belarus has ranked
among the best in the world for mothers and include: the right to free medical

In 2015, Belarus ranked
25th in the Save the
Children State of the
World’s Mothers Index.
Since 2000, Save the
Children has annually
published this index.
The publication presents
the ranking of the most
suitable places for mothers
in the world.

Mothers in a Belarusian park

Motherhood in Belarus
YEAR-ROUND MOTHER’S DAY
By Tatyana Titova

I

n Belarus, the attitude towards women is one of reverence. Women are
traditionally viewed as the guardians
of family, children, and love. Mother’s
Day was celebrated this year on May 8th.
On this day every year, mothers receive
a plethora of flowers, representing their
inner beauty and selflessness. Everyone,
from the smallest child to the oldest man,
honors the devotion of their mothers,

their loyalty, dedication and love.
Belarusian mothers are considered the
doctors of their homes. If anyone in their
family gets sick, these wonderful women
strive to cure the illness, prior to going to
the doctor, by using traditional medicine,
which can include infusions of herbs, berries, and compresses.
Although Belarusian society is not matriarchal, women play a very significant

role. For this reason, all Belarusians strive
to cherish and protect women, especially
mothers.

BELARUS AND THE STATE
OF MOTHERHOOD
In 2015, Belarus ranked 25th in the Save
the Children State of the World’s Mothers

Index. Since 2000, Save the Children has
annually published this index. The publication presents the ranking of the most
suitable places for mothers in the world.
Statistics are compiled on the health of
mothers and children and are used to
produce rankings of more than 179 countries. Parameters include maternal death,
early mortality in children, the level and
access to education, women’s incomes and
female representation in the government.
Belarus moved one spot up from the
26th place a year ago.
Belarus currently ranks higher than any
other former Soviet republic; to date, Russia is 56th, Kazakhstan is 58th, Ukraine is
69th and Azerbaijan is 90th.
The United Kingdom is one spot ahead
of Belarus in the 24th position. However,
the United States is behind Belarus in the
ranking at 33rd.
In 2015, Belarus also launched a fiveyear family capital program in order to
improve the demographic situation in the
country. The government financially sup-

care in public health facilities; the right to
ensured access to the medical system; informed consent to medical intervention;
choice of doctor and healthcare organizations; the right to participation in the selection of health care practices; the right
to obtain information related to health
and medical treatment; and respectful
and humane treatment by health workers.
Amazingly, Belarusian women can go
on maternity leave at the 30th week of
pregnancy. Their salaries actually slightly
increase at this point, due to an additional
allowance from the state. Mothers in Belarus can stay on maternity leave for three
years after childbirth. This is the longest
paid maternity leave among post-Soviet
countries. Although there can be issues
for any woman with integration back into
the workforce, a woman’s workplace is secured for her return, by law, throughout
her maternity leave.
Even when compared with other na-

tions in the region, Belarus seems to be a
fantastic place for mothers. For example,
in Poland, a woman can take maternity
leave only two weeks before the estimated
date of the child’s birth. After the child is
born, they can stay with the child for six
months and then are 100% paid by their
workplace, or a year with 80% of their salary, from the government. Although Polish women also can look after the child
for up to four years, they do not get any
financial support from the state during
this time.
Considering the challenges that the
Belarusian economy is facing in 2016,
the government is trying to find ways to
optimize the social security system and
expenses. There are currently discussions
to reduce the paid maternity leave to two
years instead of three, which would lead
to annual economic growth of about 2.3
percent.
However, these changes to maternity
leave have sparked a lively discussion in
the media, which caused many Belarusians to negatively react to the proposed
changes. Clearly, motherhood is an extremely important issue for citizens of the
country.

TAKING CARE OF THE ONES
TAKING CARE OF US
In addition to mothers being confident
of their return to the workplace, maternal mortality rates in Belarus are among
the lowest in the world, according to the
United Nations. Sviatlana Saroka, a chief
gynecologist in the Belarusian Healthcare
Ministry, has previously commented on
Belarus’s standing in the index and proudly highlighted that, “Belarus has highly
advanced obstetrician-gynecological and
pediatric services.” This model of maternal care is currently recognized by experts
as one of the best in the world for ensuring affordable health care to mothers and
their babies.
Although Mother’s Day is often celebrated with a card and flowers once a year,
the way in which Belarus strives to take
care of its mothers throughout the year
is an example for all countries to follow.
Whatever the circumstances, individuals
and nations owe all mothers, young and
old, the support and recognition they deserve. g
For more information:
www.savethechildren.org
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THE RETURN
OF KINGS
CHERNOBYL PRESENTS UNIQUE
SCIENTIFIC OPPORTUNITY
By Veronica Grigaltchik

Two wolves return to Chernobyl-affected region in Belarus
Photo credit: Vasily Fedosenko
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hen it comes to the environment, there seems to be
nothing as monumentally
destructive as a nuclear disaster. On April 26th, 1986, despite political differences, the world watched
in horror, as an explosion and fire at
the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant
in Ukraine released an unprecedented
amount of nuclear particles into the air.
Although Ukraine was severely affected,
Belarus, its neighbor, actually received
the majority of the nuclear fallout. After
the disaster, thousands of workers came
from all over the Soviet Union to clean
up, working in shifts because of the negative effects of radiation. Most of Europe
was also affected and consequently the
Chernobyl catastrophe was branded the
worst nuclear disaster in human history.
It has since remained imprinted upon
minds all over the globe and whenever
people talk about the dangers associated
with nuclear energy, they often think
about the Chernobyl disaster.
As the 30th anniversary of the Chernobyl disaster is not celebrated, but rather observed, the power of the catastrophe
is made evident by the fact that humans
will not be able to safely inhabit the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone (CEZ), an area of
about 19 miles in all directions from the
nuclear plant, for the next 20,000 years.
Despite how dark and barren the CEZ
may seem, there is an unexpected outcome, as with most environmental disasters, which surprisingly indicates that
nuclear disasters are not the worst thing
to happen to wildlife. The Chernobyl
disaster caused 116,000 people to be
evacuated from the area, and now without those people, wildlife populations are
booming. Almost unbelievably, the true
kings of the forests have returned to reclaim their kingdoms, in what is considered an extremely unusual turn of events.
The land in the CEZ now has large
populations of wolves, elk, deer, red
foxes and wild boar roaming through
the forests, despite the present threat of
radiation. Even the extremely rare Przewalkski’s horse has been photographed in
camera traps stationed within the area.
This beautiful and prized subspecies of
horse has a fascinating history, descending from only a handful of horses captured in 1945, it remains the only true
wild horse in the world today. No one
believed that these horses, which had escaped by accident, would survive in these

countries, let alone in areas affected by
the Chernobyl disaster! Species that were
absent prior to the Chernobyl disaster,
such as the European lynx, can now be
found there. Also, brown bears had not
been found in this region for over 100
years, and they currently walk around
before cameras, photographed and thriving. Belarusian bison are also captured
on camera, in areas that seem to have become “accidental nature reserves.”
Amidst the hustle and bustle of Europe’s cities and towns, some of these glorious kings of the forest hunt their prey
peacefully in previously inhabited lands.
Of course, it is actually not that simple,

Species that were
absent prior to the
Chernobyl disaster,
such as the European
lynx, can now be found
here. Also, brown bears
had not been found
in this region for over
100 years, and currently
walk around before
cameras...

as the long-term health of these populations still needs to be investigated. However, it does provide some interesting
insight into what might happen on the
Earth without humans. Whereas the History Channel’s Life After People or Alan
Weisman’s best-selling book, The World
Without Us, may illustrate this concept
theoretically, the CEZ provides interesting scientific evidence into human impacts on the environment. Can humans
really be so bad that they are worse for
wildlife populations than a nuclear disaster? The answer seems to be, in part, yes.
Scientists continue to work in both
Ukraine and Belarus, determined to utilize the unique no-human area in a continent that has very few uninhabited areas
left. As part of a five-year research program, they have conducted helicopter sur-

veys in the CEZ and examined tracks in
snow, in order to trace wildlife movement.
Cameras, positioned in 84 locations, collected tens of thousands of photographs
of wildlife during 2015. Now, in 2016, one
group of scientists out of the UK, headed
by Mike Wood of the University of Salford, are interested in fitting radiation-detecting collars to packs of wolves, as they
move across different levels of radiation.
They want to understand how movement
can be important for avoiding the negative
effects of fallout in animals that are now
utilizing these areas. This can be particularly useful information, as other organisms such as reptiles, insects and small
mammals, which are unable to move out
of high contamination areas, have been
unable to make a comeback and seem to
have developed nuclear-related diseases.
Thus, scientists are trying to untangle the
Chernobyl disaster, in terms of how negative effects of nuclear radiation may offset
the disappearance of humans, and how
this can also be dependent on the type of
organism.
According to a report, published in the
scientific journal Current Biology, there
seem to be particularly positive impacts
on many wildlife populations in Belarus. Wildlife populations in the Polesie
reserve, an 835-square-mile reserve established in Belarus after the Chernobyl
disaster, are even higher than in Ukraine
and other Belarusian nature reserves. The
high prevalence of wolves in this particular region, which are up to seven times
higher than in reserves with no contamination at all, may be attributed to a lack
of human hunting in this area.
Although the Chernobyl disaster will
still remain a catastrophe with very long
impacts on the environment, the exclusion zones and reserves do suggest an
important lesson for humans about how
detrimental mankind can be for other
organisms, particularly large mammals.
Undoubtedly, as we embark on the next
geologic era, known as the Anthropocene (human-impacted environment),
we should look to this research, and
change our destructive behaviors, before
it is too late. And, hopefully, we will not
need another nuclear disaster like Chernobyl, in order for the kings of the forests
to return. g
You can find more Chernobyl wildlife at http://www.vasilyfedosenko.
com/#!chernobyl/cpq3
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TECHNO-SPIRITUAL EXPLORATION EXCLUSIVE

INTERVIEW WITH NOBEL WINNER
KENNETH E. BROCKMAN
Spreading Good Energy

Kenneth E. Brockman, American physicist and leader of a Nobel prizewinning team, meets with Mikhail Morgulis and answers questions about what
technology means for our world. Furthermore, he discusses his passion for
helping students in Belarus.
Kenneth E. Brockman is a West Point
graduate who has had a distinguished career as a nuclear safety inspector. As the
director of the Division of Nuclear Installation Safety for the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) in Vienna, Austria,
from 2003 to 2006, he was responsible for
the development of the IAEA safety standards for power reactors, research reactors,
and fuel cycle facilities, and oversaw the
IAEA regulatory, engineering, and operational safety assistance programs.
Brockman’s team won the Nobel Peace
Prize in 2005 “for its efforts to prevent nuclear energy from being used for military
purposes and to ensure that nuclear energy
for peaceful purposes is used in the safest
possible way.” Brockman also managed a
multi-national staff of experts and served
as the primary reactor safety advisor to
the secretariat and all member states with
commercial nuclear facilities. With over 32
years of experience in both domestic and
international settings, Brockman has truly
made an impact on the world, most notably with his contribution to nuclear safety.
Older individuals often state that the
new generation of people is more pragmatic; that it is losing the romanticism in
life, its goodness and love. What I have in
mind here is not short-lived attitudes, but
love between individuals on a long-term
basis. What is your view of the new generation? Will it shed the human qualities
we have known thus far? Is it undergoing
a transformation?
This is a very interesting question. In our
lives, we have seen a few generations: the
generations of the 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s, and

even the first generation of the new millennium. Each of these generations brings
something new to the world. Of course, it
seems like they don’t have enough romance
or love, but when I look at them, I see that
there is good – a new kind of good. The
same, but in a different form. My granddaughter can be seen as an example of this
– by the way, I have eight grandchildren.
When she comes up to me, hugs me, and
says, “I love you,” I see that love and romance have not gone anywhere; they are
alive.
Of course, the adult situation is somewhat different. Here in America, we see
the efforts to take regular love out of life,
to change our daily relationships – this is
a problem that no one can escape. But it is
not the problem of the new generation –
this is a problem of previous generations.
The new generation has not yet set an
agenda – that is our generation doing that,
and the one before us. We – not they – began this war on values. We need to look at
ourselves and not put the blame on them.
You ask if we are losing our humanity. I
am sure that, no, we are not losing it. I was
in the military for a few years, and I know
that when you look danger in the face, everything else disappears. It’s no wonder
that there is an old saying, “In war, there
are no atheists.” I believe this is true.
Even now, many people cannot live
without help from the Internet and cell
phones. I assume that, like any scientific
discovery, the Internet can be used to
serve either good or evil. Today, people
sit in their corporate offices and instead
of engaging one another in conversation,

they read material on the Internet or correspond through text messaging. One is
inclined to ask whether this will lead to
a situation where, on a personal level,
people will stop communicating with one
another.
Tell me, what is the fate that awaits our
soul? Will it not be destroyed in the new
generation by new technology?
Technology is a different matter, of
course. I remember talking to my grandmother. It’s been more than a hundred
years since people rode in carriages with
horses and cars were a rarity. Now, cars are
everywhere and horses are only on farms.
Most children have never ridden on a
horse. Just 30 years ago, classrooms did not
have computers. Everyone wrote with pen
and paper. Now it’s the other way around
– everyone has a computer. The technological world has advanced far ahead and
it appears to some that we control our own
destiny. I think that, as our main goal as
parents, what we need to transfer to our
children and grandchildren is our spiritual
life and our desire to stand behind that life.
Throughout the world, the number
of people reading books in traditional
format is declining. The Internet is preeminent, and people are reading books
through that medium. Would someone
who does not read books lose certain human qualities that were provided in the
past by reading books?
You know, I love a cold, winter evening
when I can sit comfortably by the fire, book
in hand, and read a bit. In that wonderful
process, there is something so special that
nothing else could take its place. The feel-

Kenneth E. Brockman (left) meets with Mikhail Morgulis (right)

ing of holding a book in your hands, the
cover, the rustle of the pages… It’s wonderful. It touches your life, your thoughts, and
your soul.
Today’s generation loves computers
more and turns pages by sliding a finger
across a screen. I don’t have anything
against that. They sit at the fireplace the
same, but read by computer. What really
worries me is when a person no longer
wants to read; when a person only listens to what he hears and what he is told
through a television screen. That seems
to me to be a problem. So it doesn’t really
matter to me how people read. It’s important to hear the author, to understand
what he is trying to say in his book, and to
know that it is helping us. That is what is
important.
I am aware that you have recently
made frequent trips to Belarus. Why have
you travelled there?
Before, I knew practically nothing about
Belarus, but a few years ago, with my Belarusian friends Andrew and Inna Ryzhkov, we traveled there to get to know the
country and the people. When we arrived
at the city of Gomel in southeastern Belarus, we visited one of the schools where
the students were immersed in the English
language. The students met us in national
costumes and with bread and salt, which is
a long-held tradition of greeting guests. At
first, they looked at us as if we were aliens;
until then, Americans had never visited
their school. Only a week had passed since
they had started studying English, but we
already felt like loved ones.
Later, it came time for us to leave, and
we said goodbye as close friends. Everyone
was sad to say goodbye, and the children

escorting us said, “OUR Americans are
leaving.” They didn’t just say Americans,
but “our Americans.” We also felt like a
part of our soul stayed behind with them.
So that’s how we related to the people in
Belarus, and we are planning to go there
every year to continue to help them.
What is the specific purpose of your
trips to Belarus?
We wanted to go to these places and see
where we could offer the most assistance.
We found a special place in Gomel, helping
youth and adults learn English. We were
able to share our knowledge and love with
them. We try to help where it is needed
and to establish nice personal relationships
with people, and we were also able to institute an exchange program between Belarusian and American schools. With the help
of these programs, we help people better
understand one another.
What do you consider to be the most
important thing that people will need
and that will be of help to them in life?
The questions are becoming more and
more difficult. Maybe I will repeat here
what I always avow: The most important
thing is the relationship of man with God.
In second place is the relationship with
family, and the third place is the relationship with people at work. In the modern
world, it’s very easy to confuse this order.
For many, work becomes the most important, but it seems to me that the most important thing is to preserve the sequence:
God, family, work. Then you can accomplish anything!
I recall the words of Robert Jastrow, NASA’s director of programs (1958 – 1981),
who wrote in Reader’s Digest: “When we
physicists scaled the Mountain of Knowl-

edge and reached its very peak, a surprise
awaited us. We thought that we would be
the first ones on the mountain, but people were already there, engaged in conversation. They were theologians.” What
do you think about these remarks?
I think Robert Jastrow was a very wise
man. I would articulate his position on that
question this way:
Some theologians were sitting on a
mountaintop and chatting, trying to answer the question, “WHY?” Discussing
life, they asked why certain events took
place, who was behind them, and so on.
When the scientists arrived, they probably
asked, “WHAT brought these events to be,”
responding to the technical components of
the event. Generally, I don’t see a conflict
in this. The scientists got there a bit late! It
seems to me that the theologians and scientists complement each other instead of
contradicting each other.
I would like to finish our wonderful
discussion with the hardest question of
them all: What do you consider to be the
greatest accomplishment of your life?
I was the leader of a group of scientists
who received the Nobel Prize in 2005.
For me, it was a great honor to be among
those who were awarded and to work with
so many outstanding scientists who were
part of the program. Our program was
based on the use of nuclear energy only for
peaceful purposes. Importantly, I would
like to finish by saying that nuclear energy
is a special but dangerous gift, which must
be treated with great caution and used for
g
the benefit of mankind.
You can reach Mikhail Morgulis
at SDiplomacy@gmail.com
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INTERNET:

GOOD AND EVIL
By Mikhail Morgulis

A

s with everything in life, the Internet
is good and evil, right and wrong.
Because of this, it is up to the individual to decide for himself if he
wants to serve technology or have technology serve him.
This is not a new idea, but with the rise of
technology not only in Belarus but the entire
world, the importance of making the right
choices about how we use the hugely powerful – and sometimes hugely dangerous – Internet has become ever more apparent.
Yes, we can reach all mankind through
the Internet, and this alone is a giant rev-

elation. The Internet has changed the way
we communicate and has given us a new
understanding of our history and our civilization.
In fact, one could say that the Internet is
the greatest discovery of all time and that
mankind has unknowingly entered a period
of hyper-awareness. Time or God has given
us a heavenly path to a higher consciousness,
and because of this, we are able to discard
some of our outdated beliefs about life.
Looking at the global affairs of the planet
from a perspective of a higher power, we
can pull back the curtain and see the world’s

happenings on a giant theatrical stage. If the
words from above are not understood or our
minds are closed to hearing them, the curtain will remain closed and we will remain
unenlightened. We will recede into the dark
corners of oblivion and remain ignorant of
life and the events taking place in it.
But if we are open to it, the Internet can
give us true insight into the way humans
think, not just in our own country or region,
but everywhere around the world. This is a
momentous act, allowing us to be closer to
God and to our fellow man. Everyone across
the world can join hands and gain a greater

understanding of earthly and heavenly ideas.
Thus connected, we can make even greater
discoveries to help bring peace and understanding to our world.
And yet, we should temper our enthusiasm with the realization that what can save
us, can also destroy us. Let us not forget the
darker side of the Internet, the one that is
being exploited by terrorist organizations
and those seeking to destroy civilization.
They use the Internet as a mouthpiece of
evil to subvert a new generation of people.
While it is painful to admit it, we must
accept those who seek to harm us, because

that is the nature of freedom. Of course, I
doubt that freedom means the expression
of thoughts that call for hatred, for obedience to evil and for murder. That is why
we must be extra careful to whom we give
our allegiance. We must be aware that not
every person on the Internet has good intentions. Some do, of course, but there are
others who seek to lead us astray. We must
remain vigilant against these so-called advisers and use the global network to push
forward with goodness and love.
Today, more than ever, we in Belarus
need to remember that the Internet is only

a technological, unbelievably ultra-modern – and maybe cosmic – crutch. It helps
us along the one true path: to knowledge.
To say it simply, the Internet is a great power, helping us see the meaning of life and
showing us the way to self-actualization
and spiritual understanding. If we can harness these forces for good and learn to love
our fellow man, then perhaps we can make
the events of this mad world we live in a
little easier to bear. g
You can reach Mikhail Morgulis
at SDiplomacy@gmail.com
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EARTH
DAY IN
BELARUS
By Juliette Jones

The best remedy for those who are afraid, lonely or
unhappy is to go outside, somewhere where they can
be quite alone with the heavens, nature and God.
Because only then does one feel that all is as it should
be and that God wishes to see people happy, amidst
the simple beauty of nature. As long as this exists,
and it certainly always will, I know that then there will
always be comfort for every sorrow, whatever the
circumstances may be. And I firmly believe that nature
brings solace in all troubles. – Anne Frank

E

arth Day was celebrated on April
22nd by more than 1 billion people
worldwide, making it the most publically acknowledged, international,
environmental event in history. All over the
planet humankind is coming together and
recognizing the importance of protecting
and sustaining our shared natural resources, promoting education and moving forward to address our global environmental
concerns; transforming the way we, as a
species, regard and care for our earth.

This impressive demonstration of unity
illustrates two things, first that worldwide
environmental crises have grown to a level
which has peaked the awareness of a large
segment of the human population, and
second, people are acting collectively to address the critical nature of this challenge.
Hopefully we will all return to the ancient
realization that, as biological organisms,
we are intimately related to nature, out of
which our very form is animated.
Belarus began celebrating Earth Day in
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Belarusians participating in clean-up
Photo credit: TUT.by
the mid-90s, when the country became an
independent state. Yuri Drazdow, a chief
editor of the Minsk Herald, discusses the
beginning of the holiday in this Eastern
European country, “Initially, it was a few
ecological non-government organizations
(NGOs), which paid attention to this celebration, but later both central and local
authorities joined the initiative. Normally
Belarusians are planting trees, cleaning
parks and green zones, and just having
fun working together with colleagues and
neighbors.” There’s also singing and dancing added to the mix.
Drazdow goes on to say that the popularity of this event may be linked to a similar
sort of celebration called Subbotnik, which
was observed prior to independence from
the Soviet Union, and marked the birthday
of Vladimir Lenin, founder of the Soviet
state. “Nowadays political ground has been
replaced with ecological ground, and Belarusians of all political views join together
in the celebration of Earth Day,” he said.
This year the legacy of Earth Day was
underscored with the signing of the Paris
Agreement that was purposely scheduled
on the same day as the holiday. United
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
issued a special invitation to representatives of 196 countries, virtually every world
leader, to officially sign this pact, recognizing the urgent need to reduce global greenhouse gas emissions, and stabilize the temperature of the planet.
Under this agreement, which will become operational in five years, these participants have agreed to work together to
fight climate change and prevent the rise of

global temperature, which can increase the
prevalence of many natural disasters. Belarus is among the participating countries
which will launch special programs on par
with the other participants, intending to
begin steps to preserve and protect the environment.
Belarusians are very committed to protecting and preserving nature, having been
exposed to the Chernobyl disaster 30 years
ago, and have already been participating in
international initiatives to improve global
environmental conditions. At the same
time, the popularity of Belarus as a tourist destination has grown steadily among
westerners, principally because they are
committed custodians of nature’s pristine
wilderness. Dmitriy Shamovic, an ornithologist from the Rasony region in northern Belarus and host of a local tourist program there, states, ‘Every year, on average
I have about 100 tourists that come to me
from a number of countries. What I have
come to realize is that typically, tourists do
not come to Belarus to see the Belarusian
towns or learn about history – they make
the journey mainly to take advantage of the
Belarusian wilderness, to soak in the picturesque surroundings and to take photos,
as this is the ideal place for wildlife photography.’
There are three national parks in Belarus: Belovezhskaya Forest, Braslav Lakes
and Narochansky. The forests of Belarus
are rich in valuable species of trees: pine,
spruce, oak, birch, aspen and alder. More
than 200 species of plants are protected by
the government. The forested territory on
the south side of Belarus is known as “The

Lungs of Europe” due to the oxygen emitting greenery located in the central area of
the continent. The Belarusians are proud
and protective of their rich ecology, both
the plant and animal life found in their
country.
It’s of interest to note that in order to attract tourists and share the treasure of the
Belarusian forest, the country is allowing
tourists to visit the Belarusian part of the
Belovezhskaya Forest without a visa. At
present there are entrance requirements for
this privilege (only pedestrians and cyclists
eligible) and limits to the length of stay. Depending upon the success of this program,
it may be expanded.
This year Earth Day supporters have
encouraged the planting of new trees and
forests worldwide. The fact is that Belarus
is ahead of many other nations with respect
to their tree populations. Still, the goal of
supporters is to have one tree planted for
every person inhabiting the earth by 2020
(Earth Day’s 50th Anniversary). No matter
where we find ourselves geographically on
the planet, one of the easiest ways to contribute to preservation and protection of
the earth – is to plant a tree! As it turns out,
this small individual step, taken together as
a species, is a giant step on behalf of today’s
children and for the survival of the natural
g
world.
Source: http://minskherald.com
/2015/10/ascetic-scientist-dmitriyshamovich-explores-in-depthforeigners-reaction-upon-theirvisit-to-belarus/

Belarusian forest

Belarusians participating in clean-up
Photo credit: TUT.by
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From the President of Belarus hitting the ice, to young players ready
to break out onto the world stage, Sports writer GREGORY MILLER
explores what makes hockey a source of national pride for fans within
the nation and a thrilling show for spectators all over the world.

BELARUS IN THE ICE HOCKEY RINK
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I

n which countries would political
leaders play a fast-paced, thrilling
game of hockey – the USA, Canada,
Germany? Undoubtedly, it would be
hard to imagine many of the world leaders
putting on their skates and hitting a puck.
Yet, in Belarus, President Alexander Lukashenko looks natural in the ice hockey
rink. There is a saying about leadership:
“Great leaders don’t tell you what to do –
they show you how it’s done.” Even at 60
years of age, the President of Belarus is a
chief in the ice hockey rink and plays the
sport exceptionally well. He shows that he
is a leader, not by using his official title, but
by playing with skillfulness and love for the
game. Furthermore, the President’s passion
for hockey is not just his own, it is one that
is shared with all Belarusians.
Last summer, on a nice warm day in
northwestern Belarus, the thought of a
swim or jog lay furthest from the minds
of a group of young men putting on their
skates in the Ice Palace rink found in the
city of Lida, only 100 miles west of the
capital city, Minsk. Instead, these young
athletes were honed in on one thing only:

Sport

ice hockey. Everywhere, stopwatches were
seen gripped in the hands of trainers as
the training camp of the Belarusian Under 18’s (U18) National Hockey Team got
underway. This camp, organized by the
Belarusian Ice Hockey Federation (BIHF),
included trainers from North America
such as Todd Woodcroft, Jay Woodcroft
and Troy Stevens. These players knew
that when they hopped on the ice, it was
for much more than just drills. They were
getting the training system that is used by
professional players in the world’s major
leagues, including the National Hockey
League (NHL).
As the stopwatches signaled the beginning of the training sessions, there seemed
to be a special buzz traveling through the
crisp air. What made this year’s training
camp so special? After all, these young
Belarusian players had previously participated in many training camps involving
foreign coaches. For example, seven years
ago, trainers from Russia were invited to
Minsk by the BIHF for the specific purpose of developing basic skills in young
hockey players. The particular excitement

of the 2015 training camp, however, was
associated with the fact that for the first
time young Belarusian players were being
exposed to advanced practices that were
prevalent in the United States and Canada.
The new cutting-edge training was different from the ones that were used by Belarusian trainers. The organizers knew that
when it came to the new generation of Belarusian hockey, being a world-class athlete
required world-class training.
Lida’s training camp was truly an excellent springboard for these young hockey
players. In April 2016, the Belarusian U18
National Hockey Team won the 2016 International Ice Hockey Federation (IIHF) Ice
Hockey U18 World Championship of Division I-Group A at the Chizhovka-Arena in
Minsk. This resulted in a promotion to the
top division for the first time since 2010,
for only the eighth time in the history of
Belarusian hockey. Even though Germany
entered the finals in the lead with 11 points,
and host nation Belarus only had nine
points, the Belarusian home team secured
a sweet 5 – 3 victory. Germany just needed
a point to tie or win, but the hosts scored
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two quick goals within 94 seconds, leaving the German team stunned. Germany’s
team coach Rick Boehm summed up their
defeat simply by stating, “The [Belarusians]
played well, they played clever, they didn’t
give us a great deal of scoring chances.”
The atmosphere at the arena, which was
built as the second venue for the 2014 IIHF
Ice Hockey World Championship, was
quite incredible. There were almost 10,000
spectators watching the next generation of
phenomenal hockey players. “It’s difficult
to play bad when you have such support as
we had today. We realized the whole country was looking at us,” said the head coach
of the Belarusian team, Yuri Faikov. On
the opposite side, Coach Boehm was just
as impressed with the atmosphere. “The
home-team situation definitely helped Belarus, with the great fan support they had
here,” said Boehm. “That gave them extra
energy. They were fortunate enough to
score the first goal, which was important
since all games here were very close.”
Of course, Belarusian hockey fans have
been cheering for ages, ever since Belarusian descendent and world hockey leg-

end, Wayne Gretzky, hit the ice. Gretzky’s
grandfather, Anthony Gretzky, was a Belarusian immigrant to Canada, and their
relatives still live in Belarus today. Gretzky,
who was correctly nicknamed “The Great
One”, completed 20 seasons in the NHL
from 1979 to 1999, playing for the Edmonton Oilers, Los Angeles Kings, St. Louis
Blues and New York Rangers. Described
as “the greatest hockey player ever” by the
NHL, Gretzky is still the leading scorer in
NHL history. He is also the only NHL athlete to score over 200 points in one season
– a feat he accomplished four times. When
Gretzky retired in 1999, he held 61 NHL
records, and, as of 2014, he still holds 60
of his NHL records. Despite his fame, The
Great One did not forget his roots or his
fans, because in 2010 he traveled to Belarus
to visit his relatives and see the fantastic
land of hockey.
Belarusian hockey players are learning
increasingly more from the great masters
of the American and Canadian hockey
leagues. Even in older hockey players, the
new approach to hockey is already having
positive outcomes. In 2015, the Belarusian

national team was able to upset the U.S.
team 5 – 2 at the World Hockey Championship, which also took place for the first
time in Belarus. This incredible Belarusian
team was led to victory by former NHL
defenseman and Detroit Red Wings coach
Dave Lewis. Also included on the roster
were former NHL players, and brothers,
Andrei and Sergei Kostitsyn.
Although Belarusian hockey is undergoing an evolution, the heart of the game
still lies within the passion of the fans. As
the 2016 World Hockey Championship
approaches in May, Belarusian fans will
watch their team compete in Russia with
great anticipation. After all, it’s not just a
sport in Belarus – it’s the past, and it’s the
future. Perhaps, Wayne Gretzky said it best:
“I skate to where the puck is going to be,
not to where it has been.” g
For more information:
http://www.belarus.by/en/aboutbelarus/sport/belarusian-nationalice-hockey-team
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THOUGHTS ON
BELARUSIANS
By Timothy Buryak
CHARACTER
Belarusians love peace. This is important. Even in the poorest area, you can
walk around unafraid, nothing will happen
to you. There is no aggression, no malevolence.
I called my Belarusian friend, who said
he was partying with some college kids
during their break. He said, “Some guys
are trying to beat them up.” I get there 10
minutes later, and it’s peaceful and quiet.
He says that some guys attacked two of the
students, but 20 more came to their defense. “Well,” my friend said. “We took care
of them and then we went back to partying.
After all, it’s a holiday!”

BOORISHNESS
Belarusians do not behave rudely. Well,
not completely. But there is no instinctive
rudeness. I asked someone to find me a
rude person in Belarus because I myself
had never been able to find one. A friend
showed me: A guy went to buy bananas,
or rather, a single banana. He stood in line
and ordered one banana. The saleslady
said, “That’s it?” Okay, I admit it; that is
kind of rude.

how these shows can be so engaging; you
just have to watch them for yourself. Absolutely hilarious.

VENALITY
It is nice to realize that there is a country
where people are pure in thought. Crime
certainly exists, just like anywhere, but it is
not a regular part of life. In fact, the crime
rate in Belarus is very low.
My friend, a foreigner, used a very beautiful word to describe the mentality of
Belarusians. Initially, he said “naïve,” then
corrected himself and said, “pure!” This
is very true! One theory of how Belarusians remain pure is that they simply do
not know depravity. And the soul feels joy
in seeing Belarusians with a clear understanding of what it means to love others.

In the villages, you need to keep the
grass trimmed on “your” part of the fence,
so that it will remain beautiful (you’re
fined if you don’t!), and in the winter you
have to keep “your” part of the road, along
the fence, shoveled (but you won’t be fined
if it’s not).

MIMICRY
Mimicry is a protective mechanism that
allows one to hide or assimilate. But foreigners don’t have to do anything to seem
to be Belarusian when in the country.
You are Belarusian just by being there. It’s
a very pleasant feeling: I am myself. You
are not giving away anything, if you just
don’t say anything. No one knows you are
a foreigner. Unless, of course, you cross
the road when the light is red.

EDUCATION

LOVE FOR BELARUS

Many times I have run into simple explanations for complex family relationships.
For example, “This is my mistress” is uttered as a statement, without a single bit
of reproof or hint of moral superiority. In
Belarus, everyone lives as they want, and
visitors are sometimes surprised by the unending tolerance of Belarusians as a people.

I’ve got to say that education is not always at the highest level. It’s not so bad that
students use “lay” instead of “lie” or throw
in incorrect pronouns. What I really can’t
get used to is the way they talk on the cell
phone at the movie theater. However, this
country-folk behavior is often a lot more
pleasant than dealing with snobbery.
It’s funny that high-level speech is somehow associated with education. There’s no
perfect speech, yet if someone asks for your
telephone number, if you’re educated you
say, “Three seventy-two, forty-one, ninetyfour.” But if you lack a good education,
you might pronounce ninety like “ninedy.”
Even so, everyone says certain vowels and
letters the same way.

MERRIMENT

LAND

Belarusians are joyful. Students sweetly
rave and party, but not boundlessly. That’s
why resort hotels invite more young Belarusians to stay at their properties than
any other Slavic nationality. The obvious
difference in the way Belarusians behave as
opposed to other Slavic people has become
something of a national joke on television.
On that note, Belarusian shows are seriously worth watching. It’s not easy to explain

The fields of Belarus leave a lasting impression. There is not an inch of uncultivated land and there are no rusting, useless
harvesters. But, to be honest, I get sick of
hearing about “harvesting” on a daily basis,
both on TV and in newspapers. I can’t wait
for it to stop. Then, just when you think it’s
done, there are “winter crops.” In my opinion, this is fine, as long as you have control
of the remote.

Belarusians consciously love their
country. It’s an irrefutable fact. I asked
one 20-year-old kid, “Do you love your
native land?” There was not a hint of
laughter or doubt about it; he immediately and deliberately, answered, “Yes!”
It’s so nice that this question is not subject to laughter, and pretty cool that it’s
met with sincerity.
I got another surprise when I asked
another youth, “Is there anything that
makes you unhappy?” I got back, “What
do you mean?” I tried to explain that
maybe there were some things in life
that he might be unhappy about and I
heard this as an answer, “You ask such
complex questions!” It’s pretty amazing
that there are people you have to really
push to find out if there’s anything that
troubles them.

TOLERANCE

NATIONAL HYMN
We, Belarusians, are peaceful people.
Wholeheartedly devoted to our Motherland. The melody is alright, but the
words are really, truly wonderful and
touching. For Belarusians, the words of
the national hymn are truly representative of them. g

THE RUMYANTSEV-PASKEVICH RESIDENCE
ALSO KNOWN AS GOMEL PALACE
GOMEL, BELARUS

